
2008 Classical Cottage School 

Grammar School Course Descriptions  
 

 
Children’s Year     Jeanette Weiler/Jan Wilkerson 
Children’s Year is a one-hour enrichment course for our youngest students to explore 
the seasons and months of the year, the days of the week and specific holidays in 
concrete, imaginative and exciting ways. Our children will enjoy listening to stories, 
making crafts, singing songs and when possible having a light snack. Ages 3—5.  
Tuition: $128 for 32 sessions. Materials fee: $10. 
 
Jeanette Weiler is a home school mom of three. She earned her undergraduate degree in 
Spanish and International Politics and her Master's degree in International Policy. Before she 
became a full-time mom, Jeanette worked for the CIA for 15 years as an analyst. This is her 
second year of teaching with the Classical Cottage School. 
 
Jan Wilkerson earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Interior Design from the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. After graduation she and her husband moved to the Washington, 
D.C., area before relocating to Boyce, Virginia, last year. Currently she is a full-time mother of 1 
child. We are happy to welcome her to the Classical Cottage School! 
 

Classical Art               Angie Steele 
Classical Art will take children, ages 9-11, on an artistic journey through Ancient Egypt, 
Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance. It will include a 
chronological historical study of the art, music, drama, and architecture of these time 
periods. Every other week we will focus on one feature piece of art and one feature 
piece of music. Hands-on-lessons in art and music theory will accompany these feature 
works. In addition, the students will be introduced to the architectural styles and 
structures of each time period. When possible, these lessons will also include historical 
drama lessons. Tuition: $128 for the year. Materials fee: $25. 
 
Angie Steele is a home school mother of five. She earned her undergraduate degree in English 
and a Master’s degree in Reading Specialization. She is a certified elementary teacher with ten 
years of teaching experience. 

 
Classical Penmanship         Mary Frances Bennett 
Printing and handwriting can be a lot of fun -- and a source of real pride! As a new 
homeschooling mom five years ago, handwriting was the one course I felt most 
confident to teach. I love it! Now that I have taught my own children, I realize it takes less 
than a dozen stokes to write the entire alphabet. Further, there are specific "doodles" to 
aid in the transition from printing to cursive -- and in cursive precision. So what is 
frustrating for many about learning handwriting? And why do most parents sigh at the 
thought of teaching it? Why does it fall by the wayside so often? Here are some of the 
reasons I've heard: the tedious reminders to sit properly; hold the pencil properly; slant 
the paper; placement of the non-writing hand for easy-across-the-paper-flow; even 
proper feet position! All of this will be addressed—and with a lot of happy enthusiasm. 
 
Two half-hour sessions are offered: Refining Manuscript (Printing) and Handwriting for 6-
7 years olds; Mastering Cursive Handwriting for 8-9 year olds. TEXT USED (by the 
teacher only): Book 1 (for 6-7 year olds) and Book 2 (for 8-9 year olds) from Holy Family 
School Productions. The basic approach uses large letter size for young eyes and hands 
and focuses on comparisons of similarities and differences between letters. Each new 
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letter will be demonstrated and followed by close supervision the first time each is 
presented. Following letters are carefully planned in order, building on strokes already 
learned. Quality will be emphasized rather than quantity. To document the journey 
through this class each student will compile a copybook throughout the year (for both 
levels). Quotations, statements of truth, and biblical verses will make up the copy 
material and is intended to edify those working with it. Tuition: $80 for 32 half-hour 
sessions. Materials fee: $25. 
 

Mary Frances "Boo" Bennett graduated from Ohio University with a BSJ (Journalism). She 
worked as a copywriter, art director, and direct-mail production manager during her career in 
advertising in Washington, D.C. She is a homeschool mom to Timothy (9) and Robert (6). This is 
her fourth year at Classical Cottage School and she has taught Great Books A and Thinking 
Skills. Her handwriting skills are credited to the good Catholic sisters of St. Mary's Parish, Piqua 
Ohio, who watched over their pupils with ruler in hand (for accurate slant!). 

 
Classical Studies: Famous Men of Rome  Valerie O’Keeffe/Julie Shanabrook 
This one-hour class is geared for older students (approximately ages 9—11) who are 
able to read and write with ease. In Year 2, children will explore Ancient Rome with an 
emphasis on history, architecture, and famous men. Students will learn famous quotes, 
key people and places, and vocabulary words through activities such as map work, 
timelines, and projects. Required purchases include the Famous Men of Rome reading 
text by Greenleaf Press, and the accompanying worktext published by Memoria Press. 
Tuition: $128 for 32 sessions. Materials fee: $25.  
 
Valerie O’Keeffe is a home schooling mother of 3. She holds an Associates Degree in Fine Arts, 
a BFA from VCU majoring in Communications, specifically Graphic Design and an MBA. She has 
worked with various artists in Charlottesville, done freelance graphic design including web site 
design and in the corporate world, and worked for Virginia Power’s corporate office in Richmond, 
VA, in Management Training. This will be her second year teaching Famous Men of Rome. 
 
Julie Shanabrook graduated Phi Beta Kappa from UVA, with concentration in Biology. She has 
her Masters of Science in Physical Therapy from Boston University and has worked in the areas 
of acute care, home health, and women's health PT. She has been homeschooling her two 
daughters for the last 5 years and looks forward to bringing Ancient Rome to life! 
 

Early American History       Mimi Larsen 
This class is a literature-based approach to learning American history for young children. The 
students will learn about our nation's history as they listen to "living" books about famous 
Americans and key events. The class will also include activities to reinforce and supplement the 
readings. Ages 5-6. Tuition:  $128 for 32 sessions. Materials fee:  $25. 
 
Mimi Larsen is a home school mother of six. She earned her BBA from the College of William and 
Mary. This will be her first year teaching at the Classical Cottage School. 

 
Exploratory French A & B      Aurelie Schmid 
This fun introduction to the French language will be geared for 4—9 year olds. The 
vocabulary is introduced through actions, games and songs. I will record songs and 
vocabulary before Christmas and at the end of the year as well as make a booklet with 
the vocabulary and pronunciation guide. You will get two CDs. Two 30-minute sessions 
are available: one for ages 4—6, and another for ages 7—9. Tuition: $80 for 32 half-hour 
sessions. Materials fee: $25 (includes the workbook Symtalk). 
 

Aurelie Schmid is native French speaker and a mother of 3 children. She has been teaching 
French to home schoolers since she moved to the United States about 10 years ago. She also 
teaches Spanish and pottery classes. 
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Exploratory Spanish A & B      Helen Lawyer 
This class is an introduction to Spanish for Grammar School children. It will introduce 
students to useful vocabulary via games, story books and songs while children develop 
an ear for the language. Students will also be introduced to countries and cultures where 
Spanish is the native language. Two 30-minute sessions are available: one for ages 4—
6, and another for ages 7—9. Tuition: $80 for 32 half-hour sessions. Materials fee: $10. 
 

Helen Lawyer has a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from Northern 
Illinois University, and is certified to teach grades K through 9. In addition to home schooling her 
four kids for the last twelve years, she has taught four years in the public school system. During 
this time, she incorporated Spanish into her second grade curriculum because of the love she 
had for the language after studying for five years. She has also been active in planning various 
home school activities in the community over the last ten years. 

 
The 50 Nifty States                                                                                 Helen Lawyer 
This class will take students on a whirlwind tour of the United States, intertwining history, 
geography, and fascinating facts about each state and its capitol. Students will expand 
their knowledge of the United States, as well as learn some interesting trivia. They will 
be challenged to learn the states and their capitols. This class is for ages 7-10. Tuition: 
$128 for 32 sessions. Materials fee: $10. 
 

Helen Lawyer has a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from Northern 
Illinois University, and is certified to teach grades K thru 9. In addition to home schooling her four 
kids for the last twelve years, she has taught four years in the public school system. She has also 
been active in planning various home school activities in the community over the last ten years. 

 
First Grammar A & B   Nancy Mason/Suzanne Urbanowicz 
The First Grammar class will provide an introduction to grammar through the use of and 
exposure to properly spoken and written English. Students will learn to recognize and 
define nouns, verbs, pronouns, and other parts of speech. The students will learn 
beginning writing skills through copy work, dictation, and narration, with particular 
attention to correct punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. They will begin sharpening 
their memorization skills through poems and grammatical chants. The overall objective 
of the course is to classically strengthen a student's language skills. Two 30-minute 
sessions are available: one for ages 6-7, and another for ages 8-9. Tuition: $80 for 32 
half-hour sessions. Materials fee: $5.  
 
Nancy Mason is a home school mother of 3 and a certified elementary school teacher with over 
14 years of teaching experience. She currently serves with her husband Jamey as the pastor of 
students’ ministries at Agape Christian Church in Stephens City, Virginia. 
 
Susanne Urbanowicz received her Bachelor of Science in Business Management, with a double 
minor in Business Administration and German Business Language from Oral Roberts University. 
For the past 18 years, she has worked in various administrative roles, with international and inter-
denominational Christian ministries located in Germany, California, and Florida. Today, she works 
full time home schooling her 4 children. She also works together with her husband for Gospel to 
all Nations, an international mission organization specializing in cross-cultural evangelization 
throughout the world. 
 

God’s Creation        
This course is designed to be a fun introduction to Science for 5 and 6 year olds through 
observations in nature. Our study will focus on mammals, insects, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, plants, trees, seeds, flowers, light, water, oceans and the earth through 
hands-on science experiments, meaningful handouts, and discussion. We will split light, 
observe our collections with magnifying glasses, and make waves! Students will be 
encouraged to bring show and tell Science items if they are comfortable. Tuition: $128 
for 32 sessions. Materials fee: $20.  
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Great Books I, II, & III-Year 1   Jody Shippa/Kim Schatz/Rachel Mickahail 
Using the Great Books program's inquiry method, instructors guide students through the 
reading, discussion, and analysis of literature that is age appropriate and of enduring 
value. The students enjoy a variety of literary genres, classical works, and poetry. 
Opportunities to practice oratory skills are presented through narration, class discussion, 
and oral presentations. Each course is developed for a two year cycle, which eliminates 
duplication of the materials and allows a student to benefit from each class for two years. 
Great Books I is for ages 4-5, Great Books II is for ages 6-7, and Great Books III is for 
ages 8-9. Tuition: $128 for 32 sessions. Materials fee: $10.  
 
Kim Schatz is a home schooling mother of two who has a degree in Government and Politics 
from the University of Maryland. Kim worked 16 years for the federal government including 
international assignments. This will be her third year teaching Great Books/Socratic Way Books 
at the Classical Cottage School. 
 
Jody Shippa is a home school mom of four children. She has been homeschooling for 5 years 
and has been involved in the Cottage School for four years. She received her Masters Degree in 
Occupational Therapy from Shenandoah University, however does not currently practice therapy. 
She remains busy homeschooling and helping on their family farm. You can find her morning and 
night out in the barn milking her dairy goats. . 
 
Rachel Mickahail has been homeschooling her six children for over twenty years; three are 
now in college and three attend the Classical Cottage School. Rachel was educated in colleges in 
both the U.S. and Israel including Grace University, Moody Bible Institute, and the University of 
Minnesota where she majored in the Bible, Hebrew, and Jewish Studies. She enjoys literature 
and reading aloud to her children. This will be Rachel's fifth year teaching in the Great Books 
series. 
 
Learning Through Literature     SuSu Jennings 

This course is designed for the student ready to take on the task of learning to gather 
information from the reading in order to begin writing paragraphs and papers. The 
students will be developing the fundamental skills necessary to recognize literary 
elements of a story, such as foreshadowing, character description, conflict, and theme. 
They will learn to write notes in the book as well as highlight information for class 
discussion and for writing papers. Weekly classroom participation will be expected for 
discussion of the book, guided critiquing of writings, and vocabulary-building skills. In 
class projects will be designed to teach the students to interact with and understand the 
story. This class is geared for ages 9-11, specifically those who have not yet begun 
Progymnasmata. Tuition: $160 for the year. Materials fee: $20. 
 

SuSu Jennings has a BS in Commerce from the University of Virginia, and is a Certified Public 
Accountant who has worked in government contracting for over 20 years. She has been writing 
since she was six, and is currently a member and student of the Christian Writer’s Guild. Her 
writing has been accepted into magazines such as Pray! and Light and Life. 

 
Math Skill Adventures     Jeanne Delaney 
In this class we'll use fun and interactive puzzles and games to learn and practice 
essential math facts and skills. Thinking mathematically, reinforcing and retaining the 
basic facts and solving puzzles using games, songs and group teamwork. The goal is to 
simplify and make it fun while building confidence in basic arithmetic. (Prior math 
knowledge is not a prerequisite for this class.) Two 30-minute sessions are available: 
one for ages 6-7, and another for ages 8-9. Tuition: $80 for 32 half-hour sessions. 
Materials fee: 12. 
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Jeanne Delaney lives in Berryville with her husband William and has six children. Their eldest 
daughter attends college in California and two sons are in high school. She home schools her 
three younger daughters. Jeanne graduated from California Polytechnic University, Pomona with 
a degree in Business Administration. She worked as a Material Operations and Production 
Planner until 'retiring' to raise her children. 

 
Prima Lingua Latina I & II      Dana Heidelberger 
Prima Lingua Latina is an introduction to Latin and a preparatory course for students 
who plan to continue taking Latin in the Upper School. Using some of the same story 
lines in the upper-school text Lingua Latina, students will learn basic grammar, 
declensions, and Latin sayings. Students in this class will also be introduced to the 
geography of Rome, Roman culture and history, and Latin songs and prayers. This half-
hour class will be offered at Levels I (for beginners) and II (for those who have already 
completed Level I). Tuition: $80 for 32 half-hour sessions. Materials fee: $10. 
 
Dana Heidelberger has a degree in French and Education from Saint Olaf College. She worked 
as a content editor with an educational development company in Washington, DC, before home 
schooling her four children. She has studied Latin from Susan Schearer for 6 years. Much of her 
PLL material has been developed to lay a foundation for Upper School Latin and Certamen. 

 
Beginning Sign Language      Patty Lyons 
Do you want to learn to speak with the deaf or just sign with your friends? This class will 
begin with finger spelling the manual alphabet and go on to learning and using basic 
signs in a fun and interactive way with conversations, games, and storytelling. A history 
of American Sign Language and views into deaf culture will be included. My goal is to 
give each student a good foundation in sign language and build their confidence in using 
sign. Each week we will study 10–12 new signs and learn how to incorporate them into 
everyday use. American Sign Language is recognized as a foreign language for credit 
purposes. Come sign with me. Past students have told me how wonderful it has been to 
be able to “talk” with deaf people that they meet. Tuition: $160 for the year with a 
minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $5. Textbook (to be purchased separately): 
Signing: How to Talk with Your Hands by Elaine Costello. 
 
Patty Lyons first began learning Sign to communicate with a young child with Down’s Syndrome. 
When her family moved to Virginia, she continued her classes in American Sign Language at 
Lord Fairfax and later at Hagerstown Community College. Patty says, “Teaching sign to other 
home schoolers has always been a passion. I first taught in VA at the Taylor's farm, then at CCS. 
Here in WV I've taught ASL at two home school co-ops and for our church's summer camp. 
Come join me to learn a most interesting way to express your ideas while having a lot of fun and 
making friends.”  

 
Story of the World: Volume II: The Middle Ages  Kristi Coons/Emily Spriggs  
This is a one-hour history program for elementary students ages 6-9. Using the text by 
Susan Wise Bauer, students will listen to exciting history stories as they track and 
discuss the flow of cultures and ideas. Activities and projects are also an essential part 
of this program. In Volume II, students will study the Middle Ages from the fall of the 
Roman Empire to the rise of the Renaissance. Purchase of the text is helpful to reinforce 
the readings at home, but is not required. Tuition: $128 for 32 sessions. Materials fee: 
$25. 
  
Emily Spriggs is a home school mom of two and is returning to CCS for the fourth straight year. 
Prior to being a full-time mom, Emily spent many years in marketing, sales, information design 
and training with Sprint Corporation and as a consultant. She holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Communication and an MBA. 
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Kristi Coons is a homeschool mom of 2 and a certified teacher (NK-4) with over 6 years 
experience. This will be her first year teaching at Classical Cottage School and second year 
participating in the program. 

Supervised Play                                                                           Jacki Prock 
This group comes together for 90 minutes of physical activity and games. It is an 
opportunity for students to exercise and enjoy friends after a full day of academic 
classes. The games are chosen by the students, although a wide variety of sports and 
activities will be encouraged. Each student, regardless of age, is expected to participate 
in the day's activities. This class will meet on the CCS grounds, weather permitting. (This 
decision will be made by the teacher no later than lunchtime of that day.) Also, this class 
does NOT meet on the days that we have Roman Culture. Intended for ages 7 through 
14. Ages 5-6 may only attend if accompanied by a parent/adult. Tuition:  $28 for the 
year (number of sessions TBD). Maximum number of students: 35. 

Jacki Prock comes to us with a B.A. (Emory & Henry College), and an M.A. in Health & Physical 
Education with an emphasis in Sports medicine (Tennessee Tech University). Jacki has taught in 
grades K-12 and coached on the High School level. She has also been an instructor on the 
University level, and for three years was the Head Athletic Trainer at Mississippi University for 
Women. For the past 14 years Jacki has served in ministry with her husband, Lee. In addition to 
home schooling their 3 children, she has assisted Lee (Senior Pastor) at Agapé Christian Church, 
in Stephens City where they have reached the 12 year mark. Jacki is an ordained minister as 
well, and shares these gifts as she organizes and leads our Chapel Time each Wednesday. 

Virginia State History     Carolyn Leeds 
This class is a one-hour history program for elementary students approximately ages  
8 – 10. We will be using a number of historical sources for the class, including stories of 
some of our famous historical figures such as Pocahontas, George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, and James Madison. We will cover the Native American Indians to our 
first settlements at Jamestown through the founding of our country and the time of the 
Civil War and beyond. The class will also include activities and projects which will 
reinforce the class material. Tuition: $128 for 32 sessions. Materials fee: $25.00 
 
Carolyn Leeds received a B.A. in Psychology from Lynchburg College and has 14 years banking 
experience in Branch Management. She has previously taught Story of the World I: Ancients and 
Story of the World III: Modern with the Classical Cottage School and homeschools her five 
children. 

MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRAMMAR STUDENTS 
 
Chapel       Jacki Prock 
Families who want to begin the day with prayer may attend Chapel in the sanctuary each 
Wednesday morning from 8:00 – 8:15. Dads are invited to come and lead this devotional 
time with stories, songs, or Bible readings. Students join in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
prayers for our country at the conclusion of Chapel. For those who can arrive early, we 
invite you to join this peace-filled time of fellowship with other Christians. 
 
Greek Mini-Class      Susan Schearer 
Interested in learning a little Greek? Join Susan Schearer for fifteen minutes a week to 
learn the alphabet, figure out names written in Greek, and learn many basic Greek 
words and their English derivatives. Readings will be simple and will include a few 
passages from the Greek New Testament. The only requirement is enthusiasm and 
attentiveness on the part of the student! You must register for this class. Cost: free. 
Materials fee: $2. 
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Latin Games       Ingrid Heidelberger 
This 25-minute review session is intended for students who are beginning Intro to Latin 
or who have completed Prima Lingua Latina III. Led by a CCS high school student who 
has completed two years of AP Latin study, the class will review vocabulary, Roman 
culture, and basic history via grammar flashcards, card games, Bingo, beginner’s 
Certamen, and more. Maximum class size: 8 students. Cost: $10 for the year.  
Materials fee: $5.  
 

Memory Period      Jacki Prock 
All students are invited to attend a 10-minute memory period of Latin drill. Students will 
chant Latin declensions and conjugations in preparation for Upper School Latin.  
Cost: free. 
 
Nursery       Janette Cascio 
Only infants and toddlers 3 years of age and under as of the first day of class may enroll 
in the nursery. For matters of safety and space, the nursery cannot accommodate any 
child over the age of 3. Cost: $96 for the year. 

Roman Culture      Susan Schearer 

Once a month our Latin teacher Susan Schearer presents an engaging slide 
presentation or dramatization on a different aspect of Roman culture. This presentation 
is open to all students and families enrolled in the Classical Cottage School as long as a 
parent is with the children and they are able to sit quietly and not detract from the 
learning process. No registration for these presentations is necessary. We strongly 
encourage Latin students participating in Certamen to attend this program. Cost: free.  
 
Study Hall       Rachel Mickahail 
Study Hall is intended for students who are mature enough to sit and work independently 
for an entire hour. They must bring enough work to occupy their time and understand 
that Study Hall is not a social hour. Our Study Hall Monitors cannot be expected to assist 
with difficult schoolwork or to entertain the students. Students who are unable to meet 
these basic requirements will be asked to leave. Study Hall is offered throughout the day 
EXCEPT first period. A yearly fee of $10 is assessed for each hour of Study Hall to 
thank our monitors for their time. 
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