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UPPER SCHOOL (approximately ages 11—17) 
 
A.P. Art History: Modern     Karen Creech 
This one semester class is designed to introduce high school students to Western art 
(painting, sculpture and architecture) from the 1600’s up through the present. The 
periods covered will be Italian, Flemish, Dutch, English and Spanish baroque, Rococo, 
American or French neoclassicism, English, French and American Romanticism, 
Realism, Impressionism, Post Impressionism, Expressionism, Symbolism, and Twentieth 
century art, including Dada, Cubism, Surrealism, Colorfield, Hardedge and Pop. Class 
format will be slide lecture. A field trip to the Hirshorn and National Gallery will provide 
the opportunity for students to view major works by the artists they have studied. 
Student Requirements: two 500-word papers (one on artwork analysis and the other on 
an artist) and three quizzes. This semester class requires 16 weeks: the fall class will 
meet September 20th—January 31st; the spring class will meet January 31st—May 30th, 
2006. Cost: $5--$10 per class, depending on enrollment. Text: The Annotated Mona Lisa 
by Carol Strickland (approx. $25, to be purchased separately). Materials fee: TBD. 
 
Karen Creech has an undergraduate degree in fine arts and art history and did graduate work in 
art history at Columbia University and the University of Virginia. She has taught several classes to 
home schoolers in art history and hands-on history. 

 
Computer: Website Design     Andrew Hurst 
This class will center on Website design and management and will therefore not require 
that students have completed the introductory course that we offered in 2004-05. The 
object-oriented programming will be much less math-based and therefore will be 
accessible to all students who are in Algebra 1/2 or higher. Cost: $8-$10 per week 
(depending on enrollment). Textbook required, approximately $10. Software required: 
Photoshop and Dreamweaver (projected cost is perhaps $100; we are in the process of 
researching costs for bulk purchase). 
 
Computer: Website Design Club    Andrew Hurst 
This club is for students who have already taken or are currently enrolled in a Website 
Design class. Meeting at 8:00 a.m. every Wednesday morning, these students will 
create and maintain our school’s website while advancing their own computer skills. 
Cost will likely be around $4 per week, depending on enrollment. 
 
Computer Science I      Andrew Hurst 
Students will learn and code in an object-oriented paradigm using the programming 
language “Java”. They will also study the major hardware and software components of a 
computer system as well as learn about the ethical and social implications of computer 
use. This is the first of a series of classes in computer science that will enable interested 
students to pursue an Advanced Placement course of studies. Cost: $8--$10 per week 
(depending on enrollment). Java textbook and software required: TBD. Equipment 
required: Access to a computer system (preferably a laptop) with relatively recent 
technology. Recommended Prerequisites: Students should possess a knowledge of 
basic Algebra, meaning that the student should be comfortable with functional notation. 
An example is f(x) = x + 2 and f(x) = g(h(x)). It is important that students and their 



advisors understand that any significant computer science course builds upon a 
foundation of mathematical reasoning that should be acquired before attempting such a 
course. However, exposure to this class will be beneficial as an introduction to such 
mathematics. The teacher will not be able to specifically teach mathematics; any slack 
will have to be picked up by parents or tutors. This is to say that anyone with a 
reasonable mathematical background is welcome. 
 
Andrew Hurst is a professional website designer and has his degree in Information Systems from 
Eastern Mennonite University. This will be his second year teaching at Classical Cottage School. 

 
French I       Aurelie Schmid 
Using the book Look, I Can Talk (From the Total Physical Response Storytelling 
Immersion Method), learning will be based on conversation and storytelling. Students 
will become familiar with new vocabulary through simple stories and games; then the 
students will be encouraged to speak and make their own sentences. Games and action 
are used to make French class a living experience. There will be 1 to 2 hours of written 
homework every week. Cost: $6—8 per week (minimum of 8 students). Workbook & 
materials fees: $25.00 

French—Advanced      Aurelie Schmid 
This course is a continuation of French I and French II, therefore successful completion 
of French I is a prerequisite. Students will use Book II of Look, I Can Talk. Both levels of 
students will find this course stimulating and enriching. There will be 1 to 2 hours of 
written homework every week. Cost: $6—8 per week (minimum 6 students). Workbook 
and materials fees: $25. 

Aurelie Schmid is native French speaker and a mother of 3 children. She has been teaching 
French to home schoolers since she moved to the United States about 8 years ago. She has also 
taught Spanish and pottery classes to both children and adults. 
 
Geography: Regional Geography--North & South America Janette Cascio 
This course is designed to focus on the continents of North and South America. We will 
focus on cultural, historical, and physical geography. World Geography is helpful but is 
not a prerequisite for this class. Students will be required to give two short presentations 
on specific states and countries. They will receive blank regional maps to fill in. Intended 
for ages 11-14. Cost: $5 per class. Materials fee - $20.  Maximum class size – 12. 
 
Janette Cascio is a professional cartographer and received a B.A. in Geography from Mary 
Washington College. She worked at the Defense Mapping Agency for four years doing air photo 
interpretation and at the U.S. Geological Survey for 12 years doing map revisions, mapping 
standards, and civil applications of data. She’s been a home school mom for six years. 

 
Latin 2/2       Hartley Schearer 
This year-long course is the second half of Latin I. Chapters 13—24 of Lingua Latina will 
be covered in this course, which equals 1 high school credit. A parent is required to 
attend class with the student so that proper assistance can be given at home. Cost: $5 
per week (minimum 10 students). Textbook fee: TBD. Materials fee: $5.  
 
Hartley Schearer has a BA in Classics from Hampden-Sydney College and an MA in Education 
from James Madison University. He was a Latin teacher and co-Librarian at Randolph-Macon 
Academy from 1968 to 1973 and at Daniel Morgan Middle School from 1973 to 2000. This will be 
his second year teaching at the Classical Cottage School. 



 
Latin III       Susan Schearer 
This course centers on the study of Latin literature, primarily literature about Roman 
history. Prerequisite is successful completion of Latin II. As with all Lingua Latina 
classes, a parent is required to attend class with the student so that proper assistance 
can be given at home. Cost: $5--$10 per week (depending on enrollment). Textbook fee: 
TBD. Materials fee: $7. 
 
Latin IV       Susan Schearer 
Students in Latin IV will focus on rhetorical devices and Latin prose. Successful 
completion of Latin III is a prerequisite for this course. Cost: TBD. Materials fee: TBD. 
 
Susan Schearer has a BA in Classics from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College and an MA in 
Classics from Indiana University. She taught Latin at Handley High School in Winchester, VA, 
from 1970—2000. She has been teaching at the Classical Cottage School for the past 4 years 
and has introduced our students to the joys of conventions and certamen. 

 
Math Tutoring      Norm Haller 
One-on-one tutoring sessions will be available upon request and schedule permitting. 
Due to students’ scheduling conflicts, we are moving these sessions to Tuesday, 
tentatively at the Covenant Christian Church building. Norm Haller is familiar with Saxon 
and tutors Math 6/7, Algebra ½, 1, II/Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Geometry, 
Analytic Geometry, Probability and Statistics. Cost: $25 per half-hour session; $37.50 for 
45 minutes, and $50 for a full hour. 
 
Norm Haller earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Basic Science from the U.S. Air Force Academy. He 
received a Master's Degree in Aeronautics and Astronautics from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1962 and a Master's Degree in Economics from the University of Maryland in 
1968. Norm is a former U.S. Government Executive (GS-18 and Senior Executive Service) with 
over three decades of experience involving national defense and civilian nuclear energy. He also 
worked as a Math Instructor at Randolph-Macon Academy in Front Royal, VA, and has been 
tutoring home schooled students for the past year. 

 
Omnibus       Cindy Leahy 
This will be the intended third of a six-year series addressing the literature, history and 
culture of major Western civilizations in chronological order. (We study ancients to 
medieval/renaissance to modern and then repeat the cycle with different literature.) 
Please note that students may join the Omnibus cycle at any time during the first three 
years; there is no prerequisite, though the Progymnasmata course is a good preparation. 
Optimal level is middle school/early high school. The course format will be a Paideia 
discussion (used in the Great Books program), which is based on close reading of 
literature and historical accounts. Readings will be excerpts chosen from key writings of 
the medieval/renaissance period. Students will read and discuss Fahrenheit 451, 
Paradise Lost, Huckleberry Finn, and Gulliver's Travels, and To Kill a Mockingbird, with 
mini-units on American poetry. The readings will be analyzed for themes, structure and 
style; the interrelation between history, literature and culture will be emphasized. The 
goals of the Paideia approach are to build skills of inductive and deductive thinking 
through careful analysis of the text. Each year full year will be equal to 1 high school 
English credit. Cost: $5 per week, $15 materials fee and additional purchase of summer 
reading material. 
 



Progymnasmata I      Cindy Leahy 
Part one of a two-year course, this class is based on D’Angelo’s Composition in the 
Classical Tradition. Progymnasmata (which means preliminary exercises) is the ancient 
art and science of teaching the skills of writing. This curriculum is similar to The Institute 
for Excellence in Writing program, but more comprehensive in scope and also includes 
introductory study of literary and rhetorical devices. Over the two-year course, students 
are led step by step through twelve increasingly challenging genres of writing and 
steadily build their writing proficiencies. The culminating skill is the crafting of carefully 
structured persuasive essays. Cost: $5 per week, $15 materials fee. 
 
Progymnasmata II      Cindy Leahy 
The second year of Progymnasmata is for those students who have completed Year 1. 
Cost: $5 per week, $15 materials fee. 
 
Cindy Leahy has been an educator for the past 30 years. From 1983 to 2002 she taught at Clarke 
County High School, where she taught English, Biology, Aesthetics and Philosophy and served 
for 8 years as English department chairperson. 

 
Shakespeare I       Janet Beavin 
Welcome to the world of the Bard of Avon! Students will read and study Midsummer 
Night's Dream and Julius Caesar. Memorization and simple performances increase 
understanding and add to the fun of seeing that "all the world's a stage!" This semester 
course will be offered 15 sessions in the fall (September 30th—January 24th) and 15 
sessions in the spring (February 7th—May 30th). Cost: $5--$10 per class, depending on 
enrollment. Students must purchase required editions of the texts. Materials: TBD. 
 
Janet Beavin was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate in English, and taught in public and private schools 
before she home schooled her own 5 children. Currently, she is teaching her two children still at 
home, as well as tutoring through SAIL classes and at All Ways Learning. 

 
Sign Language I      Donna Williams 
This class is for those with no previous Sign Language instruction or whose do not have 
a solid foundation. Cost: $5—10 per week (depending on enrollment), Textbook: $11, 
with a possibility of ordering book 2 in the spring. Maximum class size: 12. 
 
Sign Language II      Donna Williams 
This class is a continuation of the Beginning Sign Language class that was offered in 
2004. Cost: $5—10 per week, depending on enrollment. Textbook: American Sign 
Language, The Easy Way, by David Stewart. To be purchased separately. 
 
Sign Language—Advanced     Donna Williams 
This advanced class is for those students who have completed levels II and III in 2004-
05. Cost: $5—10 per week, depending on enrollment. Textbook: American Sign 
Language, The Easy Way by David Stewart. 
 
Donna Williams is deaf and has taught ASL at Lord Fairfax Community College since 2001. She 
has been an Outreach Specialist for the deaf & hard of hearing for Access Independence of 
Winchester since 1998 and is currently working toward her associate degree in communication. 
Her favorite hobbies are quilting and camping.  

 



Spanish I       Dolores Davidson 
This course will focus on vocabulary through story and in context. Because of the 
grammar structure provided by our Latin program (and because so many of our students 
take both Latin and modern languages), our language classes provide a conversation-
based fluency approach rather than a strictly grammatical approach. Cost: $5-$10 per 
week (depending on enrollment), $10 materials fee. Textbook fee to be determined. 

Spanish-Advanced      Dolores Davidson 
This advanced Spanish course is for students who have completed 1 or 2 years of 
Spanish successfully. Cost: $5—10 per week (depending on enrollment), $10 materials 
fee. Textbook fee to be determined. 

Dolores Davidson is native of Argentina and a certified Spanish instructor. She has taught at Hill 
School in Middleburg, tutored several other home school groups, and also launched the Spanish 
program at CCS our first year. We are excited to welcome her back from maternity leave. 

 
Traditional Logic I & II     Judy Taylor 
Traditional Logic is an in-depth study of the classical syllogism. This two-year course 
begins with a study of Formal Logic, the science of right thinking. Formal logic looks at 
the form or structure of arguments, specifically the three acts of the mind: simple 
apprehension, judgment, and deductive inference. This class will consist of an in-class 
lecture, group discussion, and written exercises to do at home during the week. The 
class will complete Logic I mid-year and begin Logic II, which will be completed in the 
second full year of the course. This class is best suited for high school students, but 
could be taken by 7th and 8th grade students with disciplined study skills. Cost: $2—$5 
per week, $32 textbook fee for Book I. Additional $32 purchase of Book II in Jan., 2007. 
 
Traditional Logic II & Material Logic   Judy Taylor 
The first half of this course is a continuation of Traditional Logic II, the study of the 
syllogism, or structure of an argument. Then the class will study Material Logic, which 
involves the content of an argument. This course will consist of an in-class lecture, group 
discussion, and written exercises to do at home during the week. This course is only for 
those students who have completed the first-year Logic course. Cost: $2—$5 per week, 
$32 fee for Material Logic textbook in January, 2007. 
 
Judy Taylor is a home school mother of six who has educated her children at home for 17 years. 
Two have graduated from college, two are currently in college, and two are enrolled in Classical 
Cottage School. Judy has a degree in Biology and has been tutored in Logic by a professor at 
Christendom College. 

 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 
 
Chapel 
Families who want to begin the day with prayer may attend Chapel in the sanctuary each 
Wednesday morning from 8:25—8:35. Dads are invited to come and lead this devotional 
time with stories, songs, or Bible readings. Students join in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
prayers for our country at the conclusion of Chapel. For those who can arrive early, we 
invite you to join this peace-filled time of fellowship with other Christians. 



Certamen Practice 
Open to all who enjoy challenging games, this fast-paced 10-minute session takes place 
at the same time as Memory Period. Questions test participants’ knowledge of Roman 
history and culture, Latin grammar, and mythology. No advance sign-up is required. 
 
Greek Mini-Class 
This class is a continuation of the Greek mini-class that was begun in 2005. Students 
meet with Susan Schearer for 15 minutes at the end of the lunch period. This course is 
offered free of charge, but students must sign up on the registration form. 
 
Memory Period 
All students are invited to attend a 10-minute memory period of Latin drill. Students will 
chant Latin declensions and conjugations. Cost: free. No sign-up is required. 
 
Roman Culture 
Once a month our Latin teacher Susan Schearer presents an engaging slide 
presentation or dramatization on a different aspect of Roman culture. This presentation 
is open to all students and families enrolled in the Classical Cottage School as long as a 
parent is with the children and they are able to sit quietly and not detract from the 
learning process. No registration for these presentations is necessary. We strongly 
encourage Latin students participating in Certamen to attend this program. Cost: free. 
No sign-up is required. 
 
Yearbook Committee 
All students (and parents!) interested in working on the school yearbook are invited to 
join this dedicated group of volunteers. This activity is for those who enjoy scrapbooking, 
photography, writing articles, or organizational work. We need a wide variety of talents 
and ideas! Computer skills are also welcome. Sign-up on the registration form is helpful 
but not required. 
 
 


