
2007 Classical Cottage School 

Upper School Course Descriptions  
 
The Upper School curriculum has three core strands that are essential for the purpose of 
developing the tools of learning. Each strand comprises six years of study: Latin, 
Logic/Rhetoric, and Omnibus. While the ideal might be for students to begin these core 
courses in middle school, some flexibility is possible. Please see the file on “Course 
Recommendations” for suggestions on where to begin at each grade level. 
 

CLASSICAL CORE COURSES 
 
Latin    Logic/Rhetoric         Omnibus 
Latin I    Progymnasmata I          Omnibus I - Ancients 
Latin IA   Progymnasmata II                  Omnibus II - Medieval/Renaissance 
Latin II   Logic I            Omnibus III - Modern 
Latin III   Logic II          Omnibus IV - Ancients 
Latin IV *   Rhetoric I   Omnibus V - Medieval/Renaissance 
Latin V*   Rhetoric II   Omnibus VI - Modern 
 
*may be either one of two Advanced Placement courses culminating in the College 
Board A.P. Latin exams -- or additional offerings for those  intending to take the SAT 
Latin exam instead. 
 
Latin 1/2       Hartley Schearer 

This beginning Latin course is the first half of Latin I. Chapters 1-12 of Lingua Latina will 
be covered in this course, which equals ½ high school credit. A parent is required to 
attend class with the student so that proper assistance can be given at home. Cost: 
$160 for the year ($5/week) with a minimum of 10 students. Textbook fee: TBD. 
Materials fee: $7. 
 
Hartley Schearer has a BA in Classics from Hampden-Sydney College and an MA in Education 
from James Madison University. He was a Latin teacher and co-Librarian at Randolph-Macon 
Academy from 1968 to 1973 and at Daniel Morgan Middle School from 1973 to 2000. This will be 
his third year teaching at the Classical Cottage School. 
 
Latin 1A       Susan Schearer 
PREREQUISITE: Latin I or equivalent. 
This class is the third part of a three-year Latin course for our younger Upper School 
students (approximately ages 10—12) who are tackling Lingua Latina at a slower pace. 
The name of this course has been changed from 3/3 to 1A to be consistent with 
Certamen and other Latin competition designations. This year students will work through 
chapters 17--24 of the text. Students must have completed Latin 2/3 (through chapter 
XVI) successfully in order to continue. A parent MUST attend the class with the student. 
Homework will require 45 minutes of focused Latin study every day, and students likely 
will need a great deal of assistance at home. Cost: $160 for the year ($5/week) with a 
minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $7. Textbook fee: approximately $15. 



Latin II        Susan Schearer 

PREREQUISITE: Latin 2/2, Latin 1A or equivalent. 
This course finishes the minimum requirement for two years of a foreign language. As 
with all Lingua Latina classes, a parent is required to attend class with the student so 
that proper assistance can be given at home. Cost: $160 for the year with a minimum of 
10 students. Materials fee: $7. NO textbook fee. 
 
Latin IV-V       Susan Schearer 
PREQUISITE: Latin III 
Students in Latin IV-V will focus on reading and analysis of Vergil’s Aeneid. This is an 
Advanced Placement course, requiring at least 1 to 2 hours of daily work, for students 
who have proved their grammar and translation skills in Latin III.  The extensive nature 
of this class will require some work before CCS begins in September, as well as more 
work over CCS's extended Christmas vacation. Students will learn skills of analysis and 
comprehension of the Latin text in class discussions and frequent essays. Students are 
encouraged to take the AP test in May 2008 to prove their accomplishments in Latin at 
this level. Cost: TBD. Materials fee: $7. 
 
Susan Schearer has a BA in Classics from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College and an MA in 
Classics from Indiana University. She taught Latin at Handley High School in Winchester, VA, 
from 1970—2000. She has been teaching at the Classical Cottage School for the past 5 years 
and has introduced our students to the joys of conventions and certamen. 

 
Traditional Logic II & Material Logic   Judy Taylor 
PREQUISITE: Traditional Logic I & II 
The first half of this course is a continuation of Traditional Logic II, the study of the 
syllogism, or structure of an argument. Then the class will study material logic, which 
involves the content of an argument. This course will consist of an in-class lecture, group 
discussion, and written exercises to do at home during the week. This course is only for 
those students who have completed the first-year Logic course. Cost: $96 for the year 
($3/week). Textbook fee: Approximately $40 for Socratic Logic textbook to be purchased 
no later than Dec. 2007. 
  
Judy Taylor is a home school mother of six who has educated her children at home for 18  years. 
Three have graduated from college, one is currently in college, and two are enrolled in Classical 
Cottage School. Judy has a degree in Biology and has been teaching Logic courses for the past 
three years. 

 
Omnibus I       Cindy Leahy 
This is the first of a six-year series addressing the literature, history and culture of major 
Western civilizations in chronological order. (We study ancients to medieval/renaissance 
to modern and then repeat the cycle with different literature.) Please note that students 
may join the Omnibus cycle at any time during the first three years; there is no 
prerequisite, though the Progymnasmata course is a good preparation. Optimal level is 
middle school/early high school. The course format will be a Paideia discussion (used in 
the Great Books program), which is based on close reading of literature and historical 
accounts. The goals of the Paideia approach are to build skills of inductive and 
deductive thinking through careful analysis of the text. Readings will be excerpts chosen 
from key writings of the medieval/renaissance period. Students will read and discuss 
Animal Farm, Aristophanes’ Frogs, the Iliad, the Odyssey, and the Aeneid, along with 
excerpts from Herodotus, Thucydides, Livy, Suetonius and Plutarch. The year’s 



emphasis will be an examination of the oral and written traditions, as well as a study of 
the epic and of history as a genre. The readings will be analyzed for themes, structure 
and style; the interrelation between history, literature and culture will be a constant 
focus. The four major writing assignments will include two essays (a commonplace and 
a thesis) and two expressive writings, which will be speech-in-characters. While the 
writing component may seem intimidating for younger students, all writings are genres of 
Progymnasmata, so all students will be familiar with their composition; additionally, while 
everyone will be able to do the speech-in-character assignments, those younger 
students who are not yet ready for the full essays will be encouraged to at least do the 
preparation for the essays and will receive class instruction for that purpose. Cost: $160 
for the year ($5 per week). Materials fee: $30. Additional purchase of summer reading 
material and literature books for the year. 
 
Omnibus IV       Cindy Leahy 
PREREQUISITE: Omnibus III or instructor permission for advanced students. 
This is the fourth of a six-year series addressing the literature, history and culture of 
major Western civilizations in chronological order. The course format will be a Paideia 
discussion (used in the Great Books program), which is based on close reading of 
literature and primary historical accounts. The goals of the Paideia approach are to build 
skills of inductive and deductive thinking through careful analysis of the text. Readings 
will be excerpts chosen from key writings of the ancient period with early epic, the 
development of Greek drama and the variety of approaches to written history being 
focus for the year. Students will read and discuss Gilgamesh, Herodotus' Histories, 
Livy's Early History of Rome, Aeschylus' Oresteia, Sophocles' Theban cycle, Euripides' 
Medea and Electra, Aristophanes' Clouds, and Plautus' Braggart Soldier. We'll also read 
excerpts from Thucydides and Suetonius' historical accounts. Readings will be analyzed 
for themes, structure and style; the interrelation between history, literature and culture 
will be emphasized. The four major writing assignments will include two essays (a thesis 
and an encomium) and two expressive writings (a modern myth and an imitation).  
Cost: $160 for the year ($5 per week). Materials fee: $30. Additional purchase of 
summer reading material and literature books for the year. 
 
Progymnasmata II      Cindy Leahy 
PREREQUISITE: Progymnasmata I 
Part two of a two-year course, this class is based on D’Angelo’s Composition in the 
Classical Tradition. Progymnasmata (which means preliminary exercises) is the ancient 
art and science of teaching the skills of writing. This curriculum is similar to The Institute 
for Excellence in Writing program, but more comprehensive in scope and also includes 
introductory study of literary and rhetorical devices. Over the two-year course, students 
are led step by step through eleven increasingly challenging genres of writing that 
steadily build their writing proficiencies. The culminating skill is the crafting of carefully 
structured persuasive essays. This second year uses all the skills of year one and 
examines the generation and arrangement of ideas in persuasive essays. Students will 
be learning to use ancient tools to analyze exemplary writings from all periods and then 
to write their own persuasive essays and speeches. 
Cost: $160 for the year ($5/week). Materials fee: $20. 
 
Cindy Leahy has been an educator for the past 30 years. From 1983 to 2002 she taught at Clarke 
County High School, where she taught English, Biology, Aesthetics and Philosophy and served 
for 8 years as English department chairperson. 

 



Rhetoric I (Upper High School Course)   Jim Porterfield 
PREREQUISITES: successful completion of Progymnasmata I & II, Logic I & II 
The first of the two-year culminating course of the core logic/rhetoric strand, this course 
will enable all the tools developed in the Progymnasmata and Logic courses to become 
readily accessible for incisive analysis and articulate expression. Students will study 
Aristotle’s Rhetoric and, applying the principles detailed by Aristotle, will analyze seminal 
speeches and essays. They will also study Mortimer Adler’s classic text on the best 
techniques for getting the most from a book. Text: Rhetoric and Poetics of Aristotle by 
Edward Corbett; Classical Rhetoric for Students by Martin Cothran; How to Read a Book 
by Mortimer Adler. Cost: $5--$10 per week. Materials fees: TBD. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL LIBERAL ARTS 
CLASSES 

 
American History (High School Course)   Lonnie Barham 
This high school course will cover the development of the United States from pre-
European exploration through the challenges of our modern world. The class will be 
taught with an emphasis on primary documents along with a collection of activities to 
give students a hands-on approach to studying their nation's past. The instructor will 
bring the history "alive" through the use of stories and anecdotes so that students may 
understand and appreciate how our collective past affects us today and that the study of 
history is the study of life. Textbook: America: A Narrative History, 6th edition by Tindall 
and Shi. Note: in order to prepare for the SAT subject test, students will need to 
purchase SAT Subject Tests: U.S. History 2005-2006 (Kaplan Sat Subject Tests Us 
History) ISBN-13: 978-0743265379 and study that material through the course of the 
year. Cost: $160 for the year ($5/week) with a minimum of 10 students. Textbooks to be 
purchased separately. 

Lonnie Barham is a native of Frederick County and became attracted to Civil War history 
when he was in the 4th grade.  He graduated from James Wood High School and went 
on to major in history at Virginia Tech, graduating with a B.A. in history in 1971.  
He's taught American history at Clarke County's middle school (6th, 7th and 8th 
grades) for the past 32 years. Lonnie lives in Winchester with his wife, Becky, who works 
for Winchester Public Schools. They have two children, Anne and Greg, and three 
grandchildren, (Colby, Luke and Colt) all of whom live in the area.   

 
Ancient Art History – semester class         Roxolana Luczakowsky Armstrong 
This course will explore the art and architecture of many cultures from early B.C. to 300 
A.D. We will look at the art of the early peoples of the British Isles, Europe, Egypt, 
Greece, Rome, the Near and Middle East, Africa, India, Japan, China and the Americas. 
Class format is slide lecture. Text is Art History by Marilyn Stokstad, Volume I, 2nd 
Edition (can be found in the $20 - 30 range). Two short papers, one on sculpture or 
painting and one on architecture, and regular quizzes will solidify students' knowledge of 
the material. Intended for grades 7-12. Cost: $5--$10 per week. Materials fee: TBD. 
 
Born in Ukraine, Roxolana studied studio art at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in 
Philadelphia and received her BFA degree in art history from the University of Pennsylvania. With 
her husband sculptor Reed Armstrong and their four sons, Roxolana lived in Spain for eighteen 



years, where she practiced her art as a painter and exhibited internationally. Back in the USA she 
has continued her artistic career and taught both studio art and history of art at the “Oakcrest 
School” for girls in Washington, D.C., over twelve years. She has also taught studio art and art 
history for Christendom College  and the St. Gregory Guild for home schoolers. Roxolana is co-
author of Art for Young Catholics – grades 4 - 7 (Seton Press). 

 
Ancient Philosophy (High School Course)  Christopher Manion 
PREREQUISITE: Progymnasmata II, Logic I, minimum 1 year of Omnibus and approval 
by CCS Administration. A high school level series of three courses (in a three-year cycle, 
one per year) following the ancient/medieval/modern time frames for CCS courses such 
as Omnibus, World History, and Art History, this course will explore some key works that 
are central to Christian thought and western philosophy. Students will read Plato’s 
Apology and The Republic, and Augustine’s City of God, in the first year. The second 
year will examine Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics and selections from St. Thomas 
Aquinas. The final year will consider some problems of modernity, as presented in 
excerpts from the Founding Fathers, Marx and Engels’s Communist Manifesto, and 
some examples of existentialism and postmodernism. To come up for air, students will 
also consider Christian thinkers G.K. Chesterton, C.S. Lewis, Francis Schaeffer and 
Peter Kreeft.  
  
The student will be expected to conduct some background reading on his own to provide 
historical context, since the course is not designed to be an “overview.” It will focus on a 
few ideas that are central to philosophy, and will constantly address the practical 
questions that arise, in order to prepare students not only for life, but for college-level 
courses that might attempt a more theoretical or even abstruse approach, complete with 
ten-dollar words and inscrutable logic and insufferable professors. 
  
The course is intended to help older students learn to read critically, and to come to 
know some timeless works that are central to the foundations of Western Civilization. It 
will not be value-neutral: the course will readily acknowledge reality, emphasizing (and 
relying on) the value of rational discourse and Christianity as indispensable ingredients 
in the development of western civilization and institutions.  
 
Because of scheduling challenges, this course will take place on Friday mornings, 
9:00—10:30. Cost: $5--$10 per class, depending on enrollment. Materials fee: ???. 
 
Christopher Manion received his Ph.D. in political theory from the University of Notre Dame. He 
has taught at Rockford College, Catholic University, and the Rome campus of the University of 
Dallas. At Boston University he developed courses in Ethics for the departments of Religion and 
International Relations. He is currently on the adjunct faculty of Christendom College and serves 
on the boards of the Population Research Institute and the American Foreign Policy Council.  
He and his wife Teri homeschool their daughter, Carolyn. We are delighted to welcome Dr. 
Manion to the Classical Cottage School this year. 

 
The Civil War 1861-1865 – semester class  Lonnie Barham 
Students will study the Civil War through meaningful stories, anecdotes, unusual 
happenings and other fascinating material. The Civil War will hopefully come alive for 
students who wish to study this exciting period in our nation's history. This course will 
explore the people and events that have made this era so memorable. If you like those 
unusual and hard to find tidbits of history, this may be just the stimulus you need to 
become hooked on history. The semester course will be offered once in the fall and 



again in the winter. Cost: $80 for the semester ($5/week) with a minimum of 10 students. 
Materials fee: TBD. 

Lonnie Barham is a native of Frederick County and became attracted to Civil War history 
when he was in the 4th grade.  He graduated from James Wood High School and went 
on to major in history at Virginia Tech, graduating with a B.A. in history in 1971.  
He's taught American history at Clarke County's middle school (6th, 7th and 8th 
grades) for the past 32 years. Lonnie lives in Winchester with his wife, Becky, who works 
for Winchester Public Schools. They have two children, Anne and Greg, and three 
grandchildren, (Colby, Luke and Colt) all of whom live in the area.   

 
Creative Writing      SuSu Jennings 

Building on the skills learned in Progymnasmata, the Creative Writing course will focus 
on exploring different writing genres and honing the writer’s craft. Projects will include 
fiction, memoirs, scriptwriting, poetry, and even comic book design. In addition, we will 
be studying the basics of storytelling such as plot, setting, character development and 
conflict resolution. Students will practice using dynamic word choices and varying 
sentence structure. In class exercises will be designed to provoke creative thought 
processes. During the year, the students will keep a journal in which they record their 
own thoughts, stories and ideas. Cost: $160 for the year ($5/week). Materials fee: TBD 
 
SuSu Jennings has a BS in Commerce from the University of Virginia, and is a Certified Public 
Accountant who has worked in government contracting for over 20 years. She has been writing 
since she was six, and is currently a member and student of the Christian Writer’s Guild. 

  
French I       Aurelie Schmid 
Using the book Look, I Can Talk (From the Total Physical Response Storytelling 
Immersion Method), learning will be based on conversation and storytelling. Students 
will become familiar with new vocabulary through simple stories and games; then the 
students will be encouraged to speak and make their own sentences. Games and action 
are used to make French class a living experience. There will be 1 to 2 hours of written 
homework every week. Cost: $5—8 per week (minimum of 6 students). Workbook: 
approximately $20 for Look, I Can Talk and $10 for a French grammar book. Additional 
materials fees: $10. 
 
French—Advanced                                                               Aurelie Schmid 
This class is a continuation of Advanced French; therefore if you want to join, please 
contact the teacher to see if your level is appropriate. Students will finish the Book Look, 
I Can Talk More and will add a French Grammar book. There will be 1 to 2 hours of 
written homework every week. Cost: $5—8 per week (minimum 6 students). French 
grammar book: $15. Materials fees: $10. 

Aurelie Schmid is native French speaker and a mother of 3 children. She has been teaching 
French to home schoolers since she moved to the United States about 9 years ago. She has also 
taught Spanish and pottery classes to both children and adults. 

Geography: Geography Skills – semester class  Janette Cascio 
This course will focus on basic geography skills with an emphasis on physical 
geography. It is designed to consider the earth as a whole. Instead of just memorizing 
facts, students will be encouraged to think “geographically”. We will explore the five 
themes of geography which include location, place, relationships, movement, and 
regions. For ages 12 and up. Cost: $80 for the semester ($5/week) Materials fee: $15. 



 
Geography: World Physical  - semester class  Janette Cascio 
This course will focus on the physical geography of the seven continents.  We will not 
simply memorize locations and capitals, but rather explore topographic features and how 
they serve to define the continents. For ages 12 and up. Cost: $80 for the semester 
($5/week) Materials fee: $15. 
 
Janette Cascio is a professional cartographer and received a B.A. in Geography from Mary 
Washington College. She worked at the Defense Mapping Agency for four years doing air photo 
interpretation and at the U.S. Geological Survey for 12 years doing map revisions, mapping 
standards, and civil applications of data. This is her 3

rd
 year teaching Geography at the Classical 

Cottage School. 

 
German 1       Karen Schlosser 
A junior high/high school level beginning German class, this course will introduce basic 
German vocabulary and grammar using the “Look, I Can Talk” series as a guide. 
Although emphasis will be on comprehension and speaking naturally, reading and 
writing will also be stressed. Expect approximately 1-2 hours of written homework per 
week including translation and composing simple stories. Cost: $5--$10 per week, 
depending on enrollment. Textbook fee: $15 + s/h. Materials fee: TBD. 
 
Karen Schlosser is the mother of 5 children and has homeschooled for 14 years. She is the 
daughter of German immigrants, is fluent in the language and has spoken it since childhood. 
Karen has taught German at S.A.I.L. for several years and has taught at home for a number of 
years as well. 

 
Learning through Literature    Lorie Illsley 
This course is designed for the younger middle-school student ready to take on the task 
of learning to gather information from the reading in order to begin writing paragraphs 
and papers. The students will be developing the fundamental skills necessary to 
recognize literary elements of a story, such as foreshadowing, character description 
versus traits, and character development. They will learn to write notes in the book as 
well as highlight information for class discussion and for writing papers. Weekly 
classroom participation will be expected for discussion of the book, guided critiquing of 
writings, and vocabulary-building skills. This cleared is geared for ages 11—12, 
specifically those who have not yet begun Progymnasmata.  
Maximum class size: 10 students. Cost: $128 for the year ($4/week). Materials fee: $10. 
 
Lorie Illsley is a graduate from George Mason University with a degree in Public Administration. 
She owned a bookkeeping business for several years, then became a full time mother to four 
children: one graduated from college and three having been homeschooled for eight years. This 
will be Lorie’s third year teaching a literature course and she has seen with joy the growth in 
confidence and strength of understanding literature and writing the children have gained. 

 
Shakespeare I      Janet Beavin 
Welcome to the world of the Bard of Avon! Students will read and study Midsummer 
Night's Dream and Julius Caesar, and view Henry V. Hands-on projects, memorization 
and simple performances increase understanding and add to the fun of seeing that "all 
the world's a stage!" Students must purchase required New Folger editions of the texts. 
This semester course will be offered 16 sessions in the fall. Cost: $5--$10 per class, 
depending on enrollment. Materials: $5. 
 



Shakespeare II      Janet Beavin 
Using the same approach of hands-on projects, memorization and simple performances, 
students will continue their study of Shakespeare's tragedies, Hamlet and Macbeth, and 
watch Much Ado about Nothing. Students must purchase the New Folger editions of the 
tragedies. This semester course will be offered 16 sessions in the spring. Cost: $5--$10 
per class, depending on enrollment. Materials: $5. 
 
Janet Beavin was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate in English, and taught in public and private schools 
before she home schooled her own 5 children. Currently, she is teaching her two children still at 
home, as well as tutoring through SAIL classes and at All Ways Learning. 

 
Sign Language IB      Donna Williams 
PREREQUISITE: Sign IA or permission of the instructor. 
This class is a continuation of the Sign Language I class that was offered in 2006. 
Students will increase their vocabulary and learn the fundamentals of facial grammar in 
American Sign Language. Textbook: "A Word in the Hand, #2” (Students from Sign IA 
will already have this text.) Cost: $5—10 per week, depending on enrollment.  
 
Donna Williams is deaf and has taught ASL at Lord Fairfax Community College since 2001. She 
has been an Outreach Specialist for the deaf & hard of hearing for Access Independence of 
Winchester since 1998 and is currently working toward her associate degree in communication. 
Her favorite hobbies are quilting and camping. This will be Donna’s 4

th
 year with CCS. 

Spanish IA          Dolores Davidson 
This course will focus on vocabulary and expressions through story and in context. 
Using the book Look, I Can Talk (From the Total Physical Response Storytelling 
Immersion Method), learning will be based on conversation and storytelling. Students 
will become familiar with new vocabulary and expressions through simple stories and 
games. Grammar and the structure of the language will be taught as needed as it 
appears in the stories, and will be practiced in context. The students will be encouraged 
to speak and make their own sentences and stories to make Spanish class a living 
experience. There will be homework to reinforce what we learn every week. Cost: $160 
for the year ($5/week) with a minimum of 10 students. Textbook & materials fees: $25.00 

Spanish I B                                                                               Dolores Davidson 
This course is a continuation of Spanish I A, therefore a minimum knowledge of Spanish 
grammar and basic expressions and vocabulary is a prerequisite. We will continue to 
use the book Look, I Can Talk (From the Total Physical Response Storytelling 
Immersion Method), taking it up where we have left off at the end of Spanish I A. 
Learning will be based on conversation and storytelling. Through simple stories and 
games students will become familiar with new vocabulary and expressions and review 
and expand on vocabulary previously learned. Grammar and the structure of the 
language will be taught as needed as it appears in the stories, and will be practiced in 
context. The students will be encouraged to speak and make their own sentences and 
stories to make Spanish class a living experience. There will be homework to reinforce 
what we learn every week. Cost: $160 for the year ($5/week) with a minimum of 10 
students. Textbook & materials fees: $10.00 

Dolores Davidson is a native of Argentina where she received her BA as a Foreign Language 
Teacher from the National Teacher Training College in 1992. She taught English as a second 
language in Buenos Aires until she moved to the States in 1995. She developed the Spanish 
Program for The Hill School in Middleburg, VA, where she taught until she had her second child 



in 2002. She has been tutoring homeschoolers in Spanish since 2001.This will be her 3
rd

 year 
with the Classical Cottage School. 
 
World History: Ancient—Early Middle Ages (High School) Cathy Sciegaj 
The first of a three-year series surveying the history and culture of Western civilization 
from ancient to modern times and complementing the time period studied in Omnibus. 
This high school level semester course will study Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, the 
Hellenistic world, the Roman Empire, the rise of Islam, and European civilization during 
the Renaissance. Emphasis will be placed on primary and secondary source readings 
and maps. Text (will be used for the three years): Western Civilization by Jackson 
Spielvogel. Cost: $80 for the semester ($5/week) with a minimum of 10 students. 
Materials fee: $30. 
 
Cathy Sciegaj graduated from Fairmont State College, Fairmont, West Virginia, with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Education. Her major was Social Studies and her minor was Library Science. She also has 
a Master of Arts in Education from Virginia Tech in secondary school administration. Cathy 
worked 5 years as a school librarian at Anna Jarvis Elementary School in Grafton, West Virginia. 
For the past 28 years she has taught World History at John Handley High School in Winchester. 
We are excited to welcome her to the Classical Cottage School this year. 
 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 

 
Chapel 
Families who want to begin the day with prayer may attend Chapel in the sanctuary each 
Wednesday morning from 8:00 – 8:15. Dads are invited to come and lead this devotional 
time with stories, songs, or Bible readings. Students join in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
prayers for our country at the conclusion of Chapel. For those who can arrive early, we 
invite you to join this peace-filled time of fellowship with other Christians. 
 
Competitive Certamen Practice 
Open to all Latin students who enjoy challenging games, this fast-paced 15-minute 
session takes place at the same time as Memory Period. Questions test participants’ 
knowledge of Roman history and culture, Latin grammar, and mythology.  
 
In-house Certamen 
Students who are not playing on one of our competitive certamen teams but who would 
like to enjoy this exciting game are welcome to attend 15-minute practices at the end of 
every lunch period, 12:30—12:45. This jeopardy-style game consists of up to 4 players 
per team who answer questions based on Latin grammar and Roman culture, 
mythology, and history. Two in-house competitions will be held throughout the year. The 
only cost is a $15 binder with important study material. 
 
Greek Mini-Class 
Interested in learning a little Greek? Join Susan Schearer for fifteen minutes a week to 
learn the alphabet, figure out names written in Greek, and learn many basic Greek 
words and their English derivatives. Readings will be simple and will include a few 
passages from the Greek New Testament. There is no prerequisite, but some 
knowledge of Latin case endings for 1st, 2nd and 3rd declensions and all three persons of 
the present tense of Latin verbs is recommended. You must register for this class. The 
only cost is a $5 materials fee. 
 



Literary Magazine Committee 
All students interested in helping to create a literary magazine for the school are invited 
to join this committee. The literary magazine is a collection of stories, poems, 
illustrations and essays contributed by the students of Classical Cottage School. All 
students, whether on the committee or not, will be invited to submit their pieces for 
possible inclusion in the magazine. Writings and illustrations may be self-generated or 
come from class assignments. The committee will be responsible for producing the 
magazine and needs students with a variety of creative talents and ideas. Advanced 
sign-up for this committee is appreciated. Materials fee: TBD. 
 
Memory Period 
All students are invited to attend a 10-minute memory period of Latin drill. Students will 
chant Latin declensions and conjugations. Cost: free. No sign-up is required. 
 
Roman Culture 
Once a month our Latin teacher Susan Schearer presents an engaging slide 
presentation or dramatization on a different aspect of Roman culture. This presentation 
is open to all students and families enrolled in the Classical Cottage School as long as a 
parent is with the children and they are able to sit quietly and not detract from the 
learning process. No registration for these presentations is necessary. We strongly 
encourage Latin students participating in Certamen to attend this program. Cost: free. 
No sign-up is required. 
 
Yearbook Committee 
All students (and parents!) interested in working on the school yearbook are invited to 
join this dedicated group of volunteers. This activity is for those who enjoy scrapbooking, 
photography, writing articles, or organizational work. We need a wide variety of talents 
and ideas! Computer skills are also welcome. Sign-up on the registration form is helpful 
but not required. 
 


