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The Upper School curriculum has three core strands that are essential for the purpose of 
developing the tools of learning. Each strand comprises six years of study: Latin, 
Progymnasmata/Logic/Rhetoric, and Omnibus, and are intended for mature middle school or 
high school students. Please read the course descriptions carefully and/or contact the instructor 
before making a final determination of when your student should begin. 
 

CLASSICAL CORE COURSES 
 
Latin    Logic/Rhetoric         Omnibus 
Latin I    Progymnasmata I          Omnibus I - Ancients 
Latin IA   Progymnasmata II                  Omnibus II - Medieval/Renaissance 
Latin II   Logic I            Omnibus III - Modern 
Latin III   Logic II          Omnibus IV - Ancients 
Latin IV   Rhetoric I   Omnibus V - Medieval/Renaissance 
AP Latin V   Rhetoric II   Omnibus VI - Modern 
 
Latin 1/2        Hartley Schearer 

This beginning Latin course is the first half of Latin I. Chapters 1-12 of Lingua Latina will be 
covered in this class, which equals ½ high school credit. A parent is required to attend class 
with the student so that proper assistance can be given at home. We recommend this level for 
students in grades 6 and up who are strong readers and are ready to develop serious study 
skills. Homework will require 1 hour of focused Latin study every day by both the student and 
parent. Tuition: $200 for the year. Materials fee: $5. Textbook fee: TBD. 
 
Latin 1 (formerly called Latin 2/3)     Hartley Schearer 
PREREQUISITE: Intro to Latin or equivalent. 
This is year 2 of a three-year sequence of Latin One for younger students who are tackling 
Lingua Latina at a slower pace than the Latin ½ track. This year students will work through 
chapters 9—16 of the text. Students must have completed Intro to Latin successfully in order to 
continue. A parent MUST attend the class even if that parent is participating in a higher-level 
Latin course with another child. Homework will require 45-minutes of focused Latin study every 
day, and students will need a great deal of assistance at home. Tuition: $200 for the year. 
Materials fee: $5. Textbook fee: TBD. 
 
Hartley Schearer has a BA in Classics from Hampden-Sydney College and an MA in Education from 
James Madison University. He was a Latin teacher and co-Librarian at Randolph-Macon Academy from 
1968 to 1973 and at Daniel Morgan Middle School from 1973 to 2000. This will be his fifth year teaching 
at the Classical Cottage School. 
 
Latin II         Susan Schearer 

PREREQUISITE: Latin 2/2, Latin 1A or equivalent. 
This course finishes the minimum requirement for two years of a foreign language. Students 
must have completed Latin 2/2 or Latin 1A successfully in order to register. As with all Lingua 
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Latina classes, a parent is required to attend class with the student so that proper assistance 
can be given at home. Homework will require 1 hour of focused Latin study every day, and 
students will likely need a great deal of parental assistance. Tuition: $200 for the year with a 
minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $5. Textbook fee: TBD. 
 
Latin III        Susan Schearer 
PREREQUISITE: Latin II or equivalent. 
This course centers on the study of Latin literature, primarily literature about Roman history. 
Prerequisite is successful completion of Latin II. As with all Lingua Latina classes, a parent is 
required to attend class with the student so that proper assistance can be given at home. 
Homework will require 1 hour of focused Latin study every day, and students likely will need a 
great deal of assistance at home. Tuition: $200 for the year with a minimum of 10 students. 
Materials fee: $5. Textbook fee: TBD. 
 

Latin IV        Susan Schearer 
PREQUISITE: Latin III 
The first semester of Latin IV will be a continuation of Latin III with a focus on Roman history, 
buildings, and literature during the period of the emperors, with readings from Vergil, Ovid, 
Horace, Petronius, Pliny, and Martial. During the second semester students will read and 
analyze the first two books of Vergil’s Aeneid to get a head start on AP Latin V. This course 
requires at least 1 hour of focused Latin study every day. Tuition: $200 for the year with a 
minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $5. Textbooks: TBD. 
 
Susan Schearer has a BA in Classics from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College and an MA in Classics 
from Indiana University. She taught Latin at Handley High School in Winchester, VA, from 1970—2000. 
She has been teaching students at the Classical Cottage School for the past 8 years and has introduced 
us all to the joys of conventions and certamen. 

 
Socratic Logic II       Judy Taylor 
PREREQUISITE: Socratic Logic I. 
The first half of this course is a continuation of the study of the syllogism, or structure of an 
argument. Then the class will study material logic, which involves the content of an argument. 
This course will consist of an in-class lecture, group discussion, and written exercises to do at 
home during the week. This course is only for those students who have completed the first-year 
Logic course. Tuition: $100 for the year (this is only a 30-week class). Textbooks to purchase: 
Traditional Logic II (ISBN-10: 1930953127, ISBN-10: 193095312) by Martin Cothran (if not 
already purchased for Logic I; older versions of the books are fine) and Socratic Logic by Peter 
Kreeft. Materials fee: $5. 
 
Judy Taylor is a home school mother of six who has educated her children at home for 19 years. Three 
have graduated from college, two are currently in college, and one is enrolled in Classical Cottage 
School. Judy has a degree in Biology and has been teaching Logic courses for the past five years. 

 

Omnibus III                                         Cindy Leahy 
This is the third of a six-year series addressing the literature, history and culture of major 
Western civilizations in chronological order. (We study ancients to medieval/renaissance to 
modern and then repeat the cycle with different literature.) Please note that students may join 
the Omnibus cycle at any time during the first three years; there is no prerequisite, though the 
Progymnasmata course is a good preparation. Optimal level is middle school/early high school. 
The course format will be a Paideia discussion (used in the Great Books program), which is 
based on close reading of literature and historical accounts. Readings will be excerpts chosen 
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from key writings of the medieval/renaissance period. Students will read and discuss Fahrenheit 
451, Paradise Lost, Huckleberry Finn, and Gulliver's Travels, and To Kill a Mockingbird, with 
mini-units on American poetry. The readings will be analyzed for themes, structure and style; 
the interrelation between history, literature and culture will be emphasized. The goals of the 
Paideia approach are to build skills of inductive and deductive thinking through careful analysis 
of the text. The four major writing assignments will include two essays (a commonplace and a 
thesis) and two expressive writings, which will be speech-in-character papers. While the writing 
component may seem intimidating for younger students, all writings are genres of 
Progymnasmata, so most students will be familiar with their composition; additionally, while 
everyone will be able to do the speech-in-character assignments, those younger students who 
are not yet ready for the full essays will be encouraged to at least do the preparation for the 
essays and will receive class instruction for that purpose. Each year full year will be equal to 1 
high school English credit. Tuition: $215 for the year. Materials fee: $45. Additional purchase of 
summer reading material and literature books for the year. 
 
Omnibus VI        Cindy Leahy 
PREREQUISITE: Omnibus IV or permission of instructor. 
This is the culminating course of a six-year series addressing the literature, history and culture 
of major Western civilizations in chronological order. (We study ancients to 
medieval/renaissance to modern and then repeat the cycle with different literature.) Please note 
that students may join the Omnibus cycle at any time pending instructor approval. The course 
format will be a Paideia discussion (used in the Great Books program), which is based on close 
reading of literature and historical accounts Readings will be chosen from key writings of the 
modern period. Students will read and discuss Don Quixote by Cervantes; Faust by 
Goethe; The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; the short story —Flannery O'Connor, 
O.Henry, & Eudora Welty & James Thurber; Brothers Karamazov by Dostoevksy; the essay -- 
Henry David Thoreau; the novella --Daisy Miller by Henry James; British poetry--W.B. Yeats 
modern drama--Our Town by Thornton Wilder. Summer reading will be The Autobiography of 
Benjamin Franklin. The readings will be analyzed for themes, structure and style; the 
interrelation between history, literature and culture will be emphasized. The four major writing 
assignments will include two major essays (two theses) a character analysis and an expressive 
writing (an imitation of style). Each year full year will be equal to 1 high school English 
credit. Tuition: $215 for the year. Materials fee: $45. Additional purchase of summer reading 
material and literature books for the year. 
 
Progymnasmata II       Cindy Leahy 
PREREQUISITE: Progymnasmata I 
Part two of a two-year course, this class is based on D’Angelo’s Composition in the Classical 
Tradition. Progymnasmata (which means preliminary exercises) is the ancient art and science of 
teaching the skills of writing. This curriculum is similar to The Institute for Excellence in Writing 
program, but more comprehensive in scope and also includes introductory study of literary and 
rhetorical devices. Over the two-year course, students are led step by step through eleven 
increasingly challenging genres of writing that steadily build their writing proficiencies. The 
culminating skill is the crafting of carefully structured persuasive essays. This second year uses 
all the skills of year one and examines the generation and arrangement of ideas in persuasive 
essays. Students will be learning to use ancient tools to analyze exemplary writings from all 
periods and then to write their own persuasive essays and speeches. Tuition: $200 for the year. 
Materials fee: $30. 
  
Cindy Leahy has been an educator for the past 30 years. From 1983 to 2002 she taught 
at Clarke County High School, where she taught English, Biology, Aesthetics and Philosophy and served 
for 8 years as English department chairperson. She has developed the Progymnasmata and Omnibus 
courses at the Classical Cottage School and has been teaching them for the past 7 years. 



Rhetoric II (Upper High School Course)    Jim Porterfield 
PREREQUISITE: successful completion of Rhetoric I. 
The second of the two-year culminating course of the core logic/rhetoric strand, this course will 
enable all the tools developed in the Progymnasmata and Logic courses to become readily 
accessible for incisive analysis and articulate expression. Students will study Aristotle’s 
Rhetoric and, applying the principles detailed by Aristotle, will analyze seminal speeches and 
essays. They will also study Mortimer Adler’s classic text on the best techniques for getting the 
most from a book. Text: Rhetoric and Poetics of Aristotle by Edward Corbett; Classical Rhetoric 
for Students by Martin Cothran; How to Read a Book by Mortimer Adler. Tuition: $300 for the 
year with a minimum of 7 students. Materials fee: $10. Textbook purchase: None. 
 
Jim Porterfield has a Master’s Degree in English and taught at Handley High School for 28 years. He was 
awarded the Stuart Bell endowment for excellence in teaching in 1996. This will be Jim’s third year 
teaching Rhetoric at the Classical Cottage School. 

 

ADDITIONAL LIBERAL ARTS CLASSES 
 
Advanced Placement U.S. Government & Politics  Jeannine Garber 

PREREQUISITE: American History and instructor permission. This course will examine and 
analyze the establishment of our Constitution stressing federalism, separation of branches, 
individualism and liberties, including civil rights. Students will study the organization and powers 
of the political institutions in the United States with an emphasis on policy-making and public 
policy. Students will learn the importance of political parties, elections, campaigns, interest 
groups, and mass media. Tuition: $300 for the year (7 students minimum). Materials fee: $50.  
Text: AP American Government: Institutions and Policies by James Q. Wilson and John Dilulio, 
Jr, 11th AP edition (ISBN 13:978-0-618-95540-4). Other necessary books: 5 Steps to a 5: AP 
U.S. Government and Politics 2008-2009 by McGraw Hill (ISBN 978--0-07-149798-5); American 
Government: Readings and Cases, 16th edition by Peter Woll (ISBN 0-321-32950-3). 
 
Jeannine Garber retired from Clarke County Schools, teaching eighth grade civics and economics. She 
graduated as a McCurran Scholar from Shepherd University and obtained a masters degree in education 
from Shenandoah University in education. Jeannine has three adult children and one grandson. This will 
be her 2

nd
 year teaching with the Classical Cottage School. 

 
Americana: History & Culture of American Childhood   Tammy Raetz 
The delightful world of American childhood fiction is a time capsule containing the moral and 
cultural footing of a younger and more innocent America. Along with these almost forgotten 
books, the technology and customs of that older time are being lost in the cultural and 
technological revolution of the 21st century. Hands-on activities will be chosen to illustrate the 
work, customs, and entertainment of earlier American children. Authors to include Louisa May 
Alcott, Carol Ryrie Brink, Sid Fleischman, Ralph Moody, L. Frank Baum, Elizabeth Enright, 
Ogden Nash, and Judith Martin, among others. Activities to include making fire with iron and 
flint, churning butter, playing parlour games, memorizing poems, writing letters, listening to old 
radio shows, and more. Class will require middle-school level reading (most books are available 
at libraries), and a few assignments (memorizing, letter-writing, etc.). Ages 10 to adult.  
Tuition: $160 for 32 sessions. Materials fee: $40. 
 
Tammy Raetz graduated with distinction from San Jose State University (CA) in 1987 with a B.A. in 
English. She has worked for daily and weekly newspapers, served as newsletter editor for several 
organizations, taught classes in medieval literature and art to homeschoolers, and homeschooled three 
daughters, two of whom are in college. Tammy is a published hymn lyricist and a poet. 
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American Literature – fall semester class    Mark Mitchell 
The novel is a relatively new literary form that brings the reader face-to-face with the daily lives 
of its characters and provides access to the rich inner life of human beings. Through novels it is 
possible to experience another historical period, the manners and customs of other people, and 
the habits of thought that animate their actions. In this course, we will read and discuss a small 
sampling of novels written by Americans: Herman Melville, Billy Budd, Nathaniel Harthorne, The 
Scarlett Letter, Henry Adams, Democracy, Ernest Hemmingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls, 
Walker Percy, The Moviegoer, and Wendell Berry, Jayber Crow.  Students should be in high 
school before beginning this course. This course will take place on Friday mornings, 11:10—
12:10 at Life in the Word Church in White Post. Tuition: $125 for the semester with a minimum of 
8 students. Materials fee: $10.00. 
 
Mark Mitchell is a professor of Political Science and heads the Political Theory Program at Patrick 
Henry College. Mark has an M.A. in Philosophy and a PhD in Political Theory (Political 
Philosophy). He will join us after a year's sabbatical at Princeton University. 
 
 
American Stories & Trivia – spring semester class  Lonnie Barham 
This course is intended for the history enthusiast and buff or those who just enjoy hearing little 
known facts and unusual stories of their nation's past. Some course topics will be colonial cures 
and superstitions, Presidential tidbits and anecdotes, famous Presidential pets and other 
animals, the Old West, entertainment in American history, American heroes, the Golden Age of 
Sports, War Stories (WWI and II, Vietnam), assassinations and great disasters. A good 
collection of trivia questions will be included in hand-outs for students to entertain friends and 
family. This course is designed to be an enrichment class with no homework assignments. It will 
be offered during the spring semester only. Tuition: $100 for the semester with a minimum of 10 
students. Materials fee: $10. 
 
 
Civil War 1861-1865 – fall semester class    Lonnie Barham 
Students will study the Civil War through meaningful stories, anecdotes, unusual happenings 
and other fascinating material. The Civil War will hopefully come alive for students who wish to 
study this exciting period in our nation's history. This course will explore the people and events 
that have made this era so memorable. If you like those unusual and hard to find tidbits of 
history, this may be just the stimulus you need to become hooked on history. This course is 
designed to be an enrichment class with no homework assignments. It will be offered only in the 
fall. Tuition: $100 for the semester with a minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $10. 

Lonnie Barham is a native of Frederick County; he graduated from James Wood High School and went 
on to major in history at Virginia Tech, graduating with a B.A. in history in 1971. He taught American 
History at Clarke County's middle school (6th, 7th and 8th grades) for 32 years. This will be his 4

th
 year 

teaching for the Classical Cottage School. Lonnie lives in Winchester with his wife, Becky, who works for 
Winchester Public Schools. They have two children, Anne and Greg, and three grandchildren, (Colby, 
Luke and Colt) all of whom live in the area. 

  

Computers: Real Programming for Beginners    Wendy Gooditis 
This course will teach programming: REAL programming! It is geared for the kid who’s 
interested in computers, can bring a fairly recently manufactured laptop to school, and is 
reasonably comfortable on a keyboard. The students will be learning the essentials of 
programming using the “Phrogram” programming language, a language designed to teach 
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beginners typical real-world terms, syntax, and good coding habits right from the beginning. 
Here they will apply language and logic with the utmost precision! Requirements: a laptop 
computer with minimum 600 MHz processor, 256 MB memory, and 50 MB hard disk, plus either 
Windows Vista, Windows XP with SP2, or Windows 2000 with SP3. Each student must buy a 
copy of the software, priced somewhere between $35 and $50.  This class is for older middle-
school students ages 12 and up or high school students with little computer experience. Tuition: 
$200 for the year with a minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $15. Software fee: TBD. 
 
Wendy Gooditis was a “computer guy” before she was a mother. She was a consultant at Bell 
Laboratories, responsible for the programming language manuals for C, then C++, and finally the object-
oriented version of C++. While not a programmer herself, she wrote the manuals working with the 
inventors of the C languages, manuals which were printed in 40 languages and 140 countries! Her books 
essentially “taught” programming languages to people all over the world. 

 
Creative Writing: Advanced      SuSu Jennings 
Advanced Creative Writing will focus on the story. Students will have one project which they will 
develop and work on during the year. We will build a story from the foundation up, using a 
systematic technique. This class will involve an in-depth study of plot, setting, character 
development, conflict, point of view, dialogue, theme, voice, pacing and other elements of the 
story. Examples of technique will be drawn from classic literature. This class is geared for high 
school or advanced middle school students. Tuition: $200 for the year. Materials fee: $30. 
 
Creative Writing: Beginning     SuSu Jennings 
The Creative Writing course will focus on exploring different writing genres, and honing the 
writer’s craft. Students will begin by building well-crafted paragraphs and essays, while learning 
basic writing techniques such as active verb use, varying sentence structure and dynamic word 
choice. They will then move into more expressive forms of writing. Projects will include fiction 
(short story), memoirs, picture book, scriptwriting, poetry, greeting cards, newspaper articles, 
magazine articles, and cartoon design. In-class exercises will be designed to provoke creative 
thought processes. During the year, the students will keep a journal in which they record their 
own thoughts, stories and ideas. This class is intended for grades 7-12. Grades 5-6 need 
instructor approval and must provide a writing sample.  
Tuition: $160 for the year. Materials fee: $30. 
 
SuSu Jennings has a BS in Commerce from the University of Virginia, and is a Certified Public 
Accountant who has worked in government contracting for over 20 years. She has been writing since she 
was six, and is currently a member and student of the Christian Writer’s Guild. Her writing has been 
accepted into magazines such as Pray! and Light and Life.  

 
Drama/Jr. Forensics       Valerie O’Keeffe 
Ssshhh!  Don’t tell you’re kids they’re building public speaking skills for the future! Let them think 
we’re having fun playing games, putting on plays and competing in poetry and dramatic 
interpretation contests. My experience teaching at CCS has shown that our young children are 
very comfortable talking in front of one another but something happens in middle school and 
that confidence is lost. This course hopes to bridge that gap and prepare our students for upper 
level speech, debate and drama. Let’s keep the Magic going! 
  
In this class, we plan to have at least one full-length play with a performance opportunity and 
several smaller productions. We will make every effort to get back into Folger’s Shakespeare 
Children’s Festival. Forensic Competition is available through the National Junior Forensics 
League. This class is intended for grades 6—8. Mature 5th graders and older students may also 
participate if space allows, but older students will not be eligible for competition.  
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Tuition: $160 for the year. Materials fee: $25.00 for the cost of plays and entrance fees.  
  
Valerie O’Keeffe is a home schooling mother of 4. She holds a Bachelors of Fine Arts from VCU and an 
MBA. Drama is a family passion and the O’Keefe family has been very involved in Winchester’s Little 
Theatre as well as theatre in Richmond. Valerie’s husband Chuck was a VCU theatre major and began 
the League of Richmond Theatres and the first internet casting website for actors in the early 90’s. She 
has been with Cottage School since its inception as a parent, teacher and bookkeeper and looks forward 
to another great year! 

 
French: Introductory Class      Aurelie Schmid 
Using the book Look, I Can Talk (From the Total Physical Response Storytelling Immersion 
Method), this middle-school paced class will focus on conversation and storytelling. Students 
will become familiar with new vocabulary through simple stories and games; then the students 
will be encouraged to speak and make their own sentences. Games and action will be used to 
make French class a living experience. There will be 1 to 2 hours of written homework every 
week. Tuition: $160 for the year with a minimum of 10 students. Additional materials fees: $45, 
which includes a workbook and 3-ring binder with a dictionary, grammar sheet and dividers. 
 
French: High School 1       Aurelie Schmid 
For middle school students who have already accomplished one or two years of French using 
the Look, I Can Talk method or beginning high school students. Using the book Discovering 
French Nouveau Bleu and DVD Take-Home Tutor Bleu 1, from McDougal Littel, this high-school 
paced class will explore France and the distinctive French-speaking cultures as well as build 
skills and develop strategies for communication. The method integrates a video program that 
can be seen at home, as well as auditory exercises and repetition ideal for homeschoolers. 
There will be 30 to 45 minutes of homework everyday. Tuition: $160 for the year with a 
minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $10. Textbook and CD to be purchased by the student. 
 
French III        Aurelie Schmid 
PREREQUISITE: Advanced French. This class is a continuation of the Advanced French class 
offered in 2008-09. Students will use the book Discovering French Nouveau Rouge, by 
McDougal Little and Take Home Tutor Rouge. There will be 30 to 45 minutes of written 
homework every day. Tuition: $320 for the year (depending on number of students.) Materials 
fee: $10. 
 
Aurelie Schmid is native French speaker and a mother of 3 children. She has been teaching French to 
homeschoolers since she moved to the United States about 10 years ago. She has also taught Spanish 
and pottery classes to both children and adults. 

 
Philosophy Since The Renaissance (High School Course)            Dr. Christopher Manion 
PREREQUISITE: Ancient Philosophy and Medieval Philosophy or consent of the instructor 
(personal interview required). This course is the last of a high-school level series of three 
courses (in a three-year cycle, one per year) following the ancient/medieval/modern time frames 
for CCS courses such as Omnibus, World History, and Art History. This course will explore 
central themes that have been introduced in the first two years as they are addressed in more 
recent works, as well as some specific authors. These might include Descartes, Machiavelli, 
Hobbes, the Salamanca school, Bellarmine, Rousseau, Voltaire, Kant, Hegel, Marx, Donoso 
Cortes, Comte, Weber, Kelsen, and Maritain. 
 
The course will focus on ideas rather than authors. Authors will be considered from the point of 
view of the critical ideas that they contributed to the history of philosophy, always with a view 
towards seeking the truth rather than treating each author in a value-free context. Since the 
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course focuses on ideas, the student will be expected to conduct some background reading on 
his own to provide historical context.  
 
The course is not designed to be an “overview.” It will focus on ideas that are central to 
philosophy, and will constantly address the practical questions that arise from them, in order to 
prepare students not only for life, but for college-level courses that might attempt a more 
theoretical or even abstruse approach, complete with ten-dollar words and inscrutable logic and 
insufferable professors. 
  
The course is intended to help older students learn to read critically, and to come to know some 
timeless works that are central to the foundations of Western Civilization. It will not be value-
neutral: the course will readily acknowledge reality, emphasizing (and relying on) the value of 
rational discourse and Christianity as indispensable ingredients in the development of western 
civilization and institutions. The schedule includes three meetings per month (three Fridays on, 
one off) throughout the year. Short papers are assigned for each week off, and one test will be 
given each semester. This course will take place on Friday mornings, 9:30—11:00 at Life in the 
Word Church in White Post. Tuition: $300 for 24 sessions of 1 ½ hours each (with a minimum of 
12 students). Materials fee: $15. 
 
Christopher Manion received his Ph.D. in political theory from the University of Notre Dame. He has 
taught at Rockford College, Catholic University, and the Rome campus of the University of Dallas. At 
Boston University he developed courses in Ethics for the departments of Religion and International 
Relations. He is currently on the adjunct faculty of Christendom College and serves on the boards of the 
Population Research Institute and the American Foreign Policy Council. He and his wife Teri homeschool 
their daughter, Carolyn. This will be Dr. Manion’s third year with the Classical Cottage School. 

 
Tocqueville’s Democracy in America – spring semester class 
It has been said that Tocqueville’s book Democracy in America is at once the best book on America 
ever written and the best book on democracy. Throughout this semester, we will carefully read this 
work in its entirety. Our goal will be two-fold: First, we will seek to understand Tocqueville’s analysis 
of American democracy as it existed in the Jacksonian Age. Second, we will consider to what extent 
Tocqueville’s reflections on democracy are relevant for our present age. Students should be in high 
school before beginning this course. This course will take place on Friday mornings, 11:10—
12:10 at Life in the Word Church in White Post. Tuition: $125 for the semester with a minimum of 
8 students. Materials fee: $10.00 
 
Mark Mitchell is a professor of Political Science and heads the Political Theory Program at Patrick 
Henry College. Mark has an M.A. in Philosophy and a PhD in Political Theory (Political 
Philosophy). He will join us after a year's sabbatical at Princeton University. 
 
World Geography I : North America, South America, and Africa Janette Cascio 
In this fall semester class, students will learn basic map skills before moving on to the 
continents of North America, South America, and Africa. This includes identifying locations of 
states, provinces, islands, major cities, physical features, and bodies of water.  Some time will 
be spent mapping these locations onto grids. Intended for ages 10 and up. 
Tuition: $80 for the semester. Materials fee: $15. 
 
World Geography II – Europe, Asia, Australia, and Antarctica  Janette Cascio 
This spring semester class will focus on Europe, Asia, Australia, and Antarctica. This includes 
identifying locations of countries, islands, major cities, physical features, and bodies of 
water. Some time will be spent mapping these locations onto grids. There is no prerequisite for 
this class. Intended for ages 10 and up. Tuition: $80 for the semester. Materials fee: $15.  
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Janette Cascio is a professional cartographer and received a B.A. in Geography from Mary Washington 
College. She worked at the Defense Mapping Agency for four years doing air photo interpretation and at 
the U.S. Geological Survey for 12 years doing map revisions, mapping standards, and civil applications of 
data. This is her 4

th
 year teaching Geography at the Classical Cottage School. 

 
World History Part III: The Modern World (high school fall class)     Cathy Sciegaj 
This course is a continuous three-semester rotation that covers a different portion of World 
History each year. Students may begin the course at any time during the rotation. In the fall 
session, the class will focus on the 20th century and beyond, covering World War I, the Russian 
Revolution, the Interwar period, World War II and the Cold War. A look at contemporary events 
will round out the semester. Text (to be used for all three rotations): Western Civilization by 
Jackson Spielvogel. Please note: This is a college-level textbook. Students should be doing 
solid high-school-level work before beginning this course. Tuition: $125 for the semester with a 
minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $30. 
 
World History Part I: The Ancient World (high school spring class)     Cathy Sciegaj 
The spring session will begin the rotation once again with the Ancients, studying Mesopotamia, 
Egypt, Greece, the Hellenistic world, the Roman Empire, the rise of Islam, and European 
civilization during the Renaissance. Text (to be used for all three rotations): Western Civilization 
by Jackson Spielvogel. Please note: This is a college-level textbook. Students should be doing 
solid high-school-level work before beginning this course. Tuition: $125 for the semester with a 
minimum of 10 students. Materials fee: $30. 
 
Cathy Sciegaj graduated from Fairmont State College, Fairmont, West Virginia, with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Education. Her major was Social Studies and her minor was Library Science. She also has a Master of 
Arts in Education from Virginia Tech in secondary school administration. Cathy worked 5 years as a 
school librarian at Anna Jarvis Elementary School in Grafton, West Virginia. For the past 28 years she 
has taught World History at John Handley High School in Winchester. This will be her third year with the 
Classical Cottage School. 
 

MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR STUDENTS 

 
Chapel         Jacki Prock 
Families who want to begin the day with prayer may attend Chapel in the sanctuary each 
Wednesday morning from 8:00 – 8:15. Dads are invited to come and lead this devotional time 
with stories, songs, or Bible readings. Students join in the Pledge of Allegiance and prayers for 
our country at the conclusion of Chapel. For those who can arrive early, we invite you to join this 
peace-filled time of fellowship with other Christians. 
 
Certamen: Competitive         Cindy Leahy/Dana Heidelberger 
Latin students who enjoy challenging games are invited to compete in our Competitive 
Certamen program. Questions test participants’ knowledge of Roman history and culture, Latin 
grammar, and Greek/Roman mythology. A fast-paced 15-minute practice session will occur at 
12:30 (opposite Memory Period) every Wednesday, and a one-hour practice session will follow 
Roman Culture on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Students will be encouraged to purchase a 
Certamen Notebook for $15 and must pay dues of $30 for admission to competitions. 
Approximately 8 competitions will be held in various locations throughout the state. For more 
information, go to www.vjcl.org and click on “certamen”.  
 
Greek Mini-Class        Susan Schearer 
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Interested in learning a little Greek? Join Susan Schearer for fifteen minutes a week to learn the 
alphabet, figure out names written in Greek, and learn many basic Greek words and their 
English derivatives. Readings will be simple and will include a few passages from the Greek 
New Testament. The only requirement is enthusiasm and attentiveness on the part of the 
student! You must register for this class. Cost: free. Materials fee: $2. 
 
Greek: Intro Class        Ingrid Heidelberger 
Students who have taken the Greek Mini-Class but would like to go further are invited to begin 
the Athenaze! program taught by one of our Latin graduates and a former Greek student of 
Susan Schearer’s. Students may register privately for this class at dheidel@hughes.net so that 
scheduling challenges can be addressed. If Wednesday presents too many conflicts, the class 
will likely be held on Fridays at the Heidelberger home. 
 
Junior Classical League     
Upper School Latin students are automatically enrolled in the Virginia Junior Classical League. 
The VJCL State Convention is traditionally held at the Richmond Convention Center on the 
Sunday and Monday just before Thanksgiving. Students may participate in this event with the 
approval of their Latin teacher. Those in grades 7 and up may choose to participate in the 
National Junior Classical League that occurs one week every summer (usually in late July). In 
2010, the convention will be held in Fargo, North Dakota. Students will receive information on 
these conventions from their Latin teachers at the appropriate time. Meanwhile, visit 
www.vjcl.org for more information. 
 
Literary Magazine Committee      SuSu Jennings 
All students interested in helping to create a literary magazine for the school are invited to join 
this committee. The literary magazine is a collection of stories, poems, illustrations and essays 
contributed by the students of Classical Cottage School. All students, whether on the committee 
or not, will be invited to submit their pieces for possible inclusion in the magazine. Writings and 
illustrations may be self-generated or come from class assignments. The committee will be 
responsible for producing the magazine and needs students with a variety of creative talents 
and ideas. Advanced sign-up for this committee is appreciated. 
 
Memory Period        Jacki Prock 
All students are invited to attend a 10-minute memory period of Latin drill. Students will chant 
Latin declensions and conjugations. Cost: free. No sign-up is required. 
 
Roman Culture        Susan Schearer 
Once a month our Latin teacher Susan Schearer presents an engaging slide presentation or 
dramatization on a different aspect of Roman culture. This presentation is open to all students 
and families enrolled in the Classical Cottage School as long as a parent is with the children and 
they are able to sit quietly and not detract from the learning process. No registration for these 
presentations is necessary. We strongly encourage Latin students participating in Certamen to 
attend this program. Cost: free. No sign-up is required. 
  
Study Hall          
Upper School students not enrolled in a class must be in Study Hall or with a parent. They must 
bring enough work to occupy their time and understand that Study Hall is not a social hour. Our 
Study Hall Monitors do not assist with schoolwork or provide entertainment for the students. 
Study Hall is offered throughout the day as long as classrooms are available. Students MUST 
register for Study Hall. A fee of $5 per semester is assessed. 
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Yearbook Committee       Judy Taylor 
All students (and parents!) interested in working on the school yearbook are invited to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers. This activity is for those who enjoy scrapbooking, photography, 
writing articles, or organizational work. We need a wide variety of talents and ideas! Computer 
skills are also welcome. Sign-up on the registration form is helpful but not required. 
 
 
LAST UPDATED: 5/11/09 
 


