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2013-2014 Classical Cottage School 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all classes are offered for one hour, one day a week for 32 weeks. 
 

 
American Textiles        Amanda White 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Intended for ages 7-14 & younger ages if accompanied by adult  
Tuition:  $128.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $60.00 
 
This class will teach students to create many types of handmade textiles.  We will spend four to six weeks 
each on four different skills; knitting, crochet, sewing, and embroidery bracelets. Materials will be provided 
for two projects in each skill.  The high materials fee includes a large number of items, which I've listed 
below.  Moms (and dads) are welcome to join us for the class and may pay just the materials fee for their 
participation. Materials Included: Yarn for knitting and crochet, embroidery thread for bracelets, fabric for 
sewing, knitting needles, crochet hook, large sewing kit, and patterns for projects. 
 
Amanda White lives in Winchester, VA and is a homeschool mother of two boys, both of whom attend Classical 
Cottage School.  She is an Army veteran, and worked in the IT industry for many years before homeschooling her 
children. She also works part time for Willowcroft Farm Vineyards in Leesburg, VA. This is her fourth year teaching 
at CCS. 

 
Art in Science and Nature       Joby Mitchell 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  6 to 8 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $35.00 
 
Just as we learn the ABC's to read and the scales to play music, we will learn the five basic elements of 
shape and put them to use as we learn to draw.  Each week the children will be exposed to a different 
theme in nature i.e., plants, mammals, reptiles, etc.  The topic will be discussed in class and a fact sheet 
will be included with their drawing in a portfolio to bring home at the end of the year. 
 
Joby Mitchell has a BS degree in Christian Education.  This will be her fourth year teaching at Classical Cottage 
School. 

 
Children's Year        Jeanette Weiler 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  3 to 5 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $20.00 
 
Children’s Year is a one-hour enrichment course for our youngest students to explore the alphabet 
(sounds and formation of letters), seasons and months of the year, and the days of the week in concrete, 
imaginative, and exciting ways. Our children will enjoy listening to stories, making crafts, and singing 
songs. There will be no required homework, although a worksheet may be provided to review the letter 
work taught in class that week. Parental involvement is always welcome and available parents will be 
asked to assist the teacher once or twice during the course of the year. 
 
Jeanette Weiler is a home school mom of three. She earned her undergraduate degree in Spanish and International 
Politics and her Master's degree in International Policy. Before becoming a full-time mom, Jeanette worked for the 
CIA for 15 years as an analyst. This is her seventh year teaching with the Classical Cottage School. 
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Classical Studies: Greek History and Mythology    Mimi Larsen/Angie Steele 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  8 to 10 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
This is the first course in a 3-year Classical Studies cycle (although students do not necessarily need to 
take these classes in chronological order).  Children will explore Ancient Greece with an emphasis on 
mythology, culture, geography and history. They will learn about famous people, places, and events by 
creating a copybook in class. Occasional homework assignments will be given not to exceed 30 minutes. 
 
Angie Steele is a home school mother of 5 children. She earned an undergraduate degree in English and a Master’s 
degree in Education with a specialty in Reading. She taught in Fairfax County Schools for 10 years. This is her ninth 
year teaching at CCS.  
 
Mimi Larsen is a home school mother of six. She earned her BBA from the College of William and Mary. This will be 
her 6th year teaching at the Classical Cottage School. 

 
Cultures of Continents I       Emily Spriggs 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  5 to 7 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
Cultures of Continents I is the first in the Cultures of Continents course series.  We will begin with a brief 
study on the world's seven continents, five major oceans and other geographical features such as land 
and water forms. Through mapping and other activities we will explore ten different countries from around 
the world. We will spend about three weeks on each country by studying the geography, history, people, 
cuisine, customs and other significant aspects. We will read many books and folktales, make crafts, listen 
to music, look at pictures and when possible, watch videos of each country. The countries we plan to 
study include Canada, Peru, the UK, Italy, China, India, Japan, Australia, Egypt and Kenya.  While there 
is no homework assigned, we may distribute handouts which can be completed at home to reinforce what 
we cover in class.  Children are only required to bring their CoC Folder, (which will be provided) to class 
each week. 
 
Emily Spriggs is a home school mom of two and is returning to CCS for the ninth year.  Emily has previously taught 
Children’s Year, Story of the World, Supervised Play and Culture of Continents II.  Before becoming a full-time mom, 
Emily's career experience included marketing, sales, training, and information design.  She also has experience in 
private club marketing and membership development.  She earned a B.S. degree in Communication and an MBA. 

 
Discovering the Great Artists II      Angie Steele 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  8 to 12 
Tuition:  $128.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
Students will study the Great Masters from the Renaissance to the present. They will explore the artists’ 
backgrounds and critique their works of art. The majority of each class will be spent doing a hands-on 
activity in which the students will apply the styles and techniques of the artists while allowing for individual 
creativity. This is Part II of Discovering the Great Artists, but Part I is not a prerequisite. 
 
Angie Steele is a home school mother of 5 children. She earned an undergraduate degree in English and a Master’s 
degree in Education with a specialty in Reading. She taught in Fairfax County Schools for 10 years. This is her ninth 
year teaching at CCS.  

 
 
 



 6 

Early American History for Children II     Mimi Larsen 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  6 to 8 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
This class is a continuation of Early American History. The students will learn about our nation’s history as 
they listen to “living” books about famous Americans and notable events and places between the 1800’s 
and present day.  The class will include activities to reinforce and supplement the people, places, and 
events studied.  Early American History: Part I is not a prerequisite. 
 
Mimi Larsen is a home school mother of six. She earned her BBA from the College of William and Mary. This will be 
her sixth year teaching at the Classical Cottage School. 

 
Elementary Grammar II       Patti Collins 
Prerequisites:  It is recommended that the child have had some very basic instruction in grammar. Please contact 
the teacher to discuss this recommendation if you have any questions. 
Ages:  7 to 9 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
The Elementary Grammar II class will provide an introduction to grammar through the use of and 
exposure to properly spoken and written English. Students will learn to recognize and define nouns, 
verbs, pronouns, and other parts of speech. We will use the Four–Strand Approach as recommended by 
Jessie Wise Bauer which includes: copy work, dictation, and narration with particular attention to correct 
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. They will sharpen their memorization skills through poems and 
grammatical chants. The overall objective of the course is to classically strengthen a student's language 
skills. It is recommended that the child have had some very basic instruction in grammar. Please contact 
the teacher to discuss this recommendation if you have any questions. A weekly homework page is given 
to the students, which will take approximately 30 minutes to complete. 
 
Elementary Grammar IV       Patti Collins 
Prerequisites:  Students will need previous grammar instruction before signing up for this class. Please contact the 
teacher to discuss this recommendation if you have any questions. 
Ages:  9 to 11 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
Elementary Grammar IV is a continuation of last year's Elementary Grammar III, but it is not a 
prerequisite. We will continue to build upon the child’s grammar and writing skills covering a wide range of 
topics with more detail. These include: parts of speech, sentence diagrams, and skills in beginning writing, 
story telling, and narration. Knowing the definitions of the various parts of speech is important as students 
will diagram more complex sentences. We will, once again, use the Four–Strand Approach as 
recommended by Jessie Wise Bauer: memory work, copy work and dictation, narration, and grammar 
concepts. Students should have had some grammar instruction before signing up for this class. Please 
contact the teacher to discuss this recommendation if you have any questions as this is a fast paced 30-
minute class. A weekly homework page is given which will take approximately 45 minutes to complete. 
Parents are asked to review the week's lessons with your students and provide assistance with 
homework. 
 
Patti Collins, mother of two, is a certified English teacher who has taught in both public and private schools. This will 
be her third year teaching at Cottage School. She also volunteers as Board of Directors Co-President for local non-
profit child care center, Winchester Day Preschool. 
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Exploratory Italian A        Kathryn Stocco 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  4 to 6 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
This class offers a fun introduction to the Italian language and covers some aspects of Italy's culture and 
geography as well. Useful conversational phrases, relevant vocabulary, and simple grammar concepts are 
taught using immersion learning whenever possible. Children at this age are introduced to the language 
through active games, story books, Italian versions of songs already familiar to them, and occasional 
activity sheets to reinforce concepts in class and at home.  
 
Exploratory Italian B        Kathryn Stocco 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  7 to 9 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $25.00 (includes student workbook) 
 
This class for older children offers a fun, yet more structured, introduction to the Italian language and 
covers some aspects of Italy's culture and geography as well. Children at this level will have the 
advantage of applying all four elements of language learning - listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Emphasis will be on sequential language learning, so that the children are using what they learn 
during each class and building upon those learned skills for each successive class 
period. Symtalk curriculum materials are used, as they support one of the most effective language 
learning methods available for this age level.  Students will be speaking and "reading" whole sentences in 
Italian from the first class!  It is not necessary that a student take Level A prior to this class. 
 
Kathryn Stocco (known as Caterina to her family)  holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Villanova University, 
and also completed a minor in Italian Studies, having studied in Milano, Italy.  For the past 13 years she has worked 
as a private Italian language tutor for both adults and children.  Together with her native Italian husband, Chef 
Riccardo, she home schools their five children in a bilingual household speaking Italian and English. 

 
Geography of North America      Janette Cascio 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  9 to 11 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
This class will focus on Canada, Greenland, the United States, Mexico, and Central America. Students 
will gain in-depth knowledge about the culture, physical features, and political boundaries of this region. 
We will also learn fun and unique facts about the different areas. Each student will create a poster size 
map of North America. Homework will be approximately 1/2 - 1 hour per week. Take home quizzes will be 
given. 
 
Janette Cascio is a professional cartographer and received a B.A. in Geography from Mary Washington 
College. Before homeschooling her children, she worked at the Defense Mapping Agency for four years doing 
air photo interpretation and at the U.S. Geological Survey for twelve years doing mapping. This is her 8th year 
teaching Geography at CCS. 

 
Great Books I (Year 2 Rotation)      Jody Shippa/Angie Haecker 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  4 to 5 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
In Great Books I, your child will be exposed to literature of enduring value.  Students will enjoy listening to 
great stories along with discussion that is age appropriate.  We will discuss different elements of age-
appropriate stories such as the setting, the characters, the plot, or the conflict of the story.  Students will 
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compare and contrast different stories and discuss elements of the story.  We will also introduce different 
literary devices and concepts as relevant to the story and age-appropriate. Several different authors will 
be introduced and studied throughout the year.  Poetry memorization and recitation, snacks, and a craft 
related to the story may be included on different weeks.  Great Books is certainly a GREAT class!  If you 
child was in Great Books I, Year 1 in 2012, all new literature will be presented in our Year 2 rotation in 
2013. 
 
Jody Shippa received her Masters Degree in Occupational Therapy from Shenandoah University.  Practicing 
Occupational Therapy was her love, but now she remains busy homeschooling her children and helping on their 
family farm.  Jody has been involved in the Classical Cottage School for the past nine years and she and her 
children love the school and all it has to offer.  She is looking forward to teaching Great Books again this year. 
 
Angie Haecker earned her B.S. in Elementary Education with a Learning Disability Endorsement from Valparaiso 
University and completed graduate courses in Reading Specialization at Shenandoah University. She taught for 
three years as a Learning Disability Resource teacher in a Christian school before moving to Virginia and starting a 
family. She homeschooled her two children who are both now in college. This will be her fifth year teaching at CCS. 

 
Great Books II (Year 2 Rotation)      Kristi Gray 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  5 to 7 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $20.00 
 
Great Books II will nicely enhance your read-aloud time to your child at home.  Students will enjoy 
listening to great stories along with discussion and analysis of literature that is age appropriate and of 
enduring value.  The students will be exposed to a variety of literary genres, classical works, and poetry 
and will be exposed to literary structures and devices. Opportunities to practice oratory skills are 
presented through narration and class discussion.  Each course is developed for a two-year cycle which 
eliminates duplication of the materials and allows a student to benefit from each class for two years.  
There is no homework requirement for Great Books II. 
 
Kristi Gray grew up in Loudoun County, Virginia.  She attended Liberty University and majored in History, and 
minored in English.  She taught Kindergarten and first grade in a private Christian school.  Kristi has been 
homeschooling her two children for the past seven years.  This will be their third year at Classical Cottage School.  
 
Hands On Science        Diane Klopp 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  8 to 10 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $45.00 
 
If science experiments never seem to get done because you don’t want to make a mess or can never 
remember to buy red cabbage when you need it, then this class is for you! This course will focus on 
engaging, fun experiments that get students excited about science. Each week students will perform a 
different hands-on experiment or create a model. The curriculum will take most activities from the Global 
TOPS book by TOPS Learning Systems. As the year progresses we will cover a wide range of topics 
including pendulums, electricity, magnetism, and inventions such as building a telegraph. As needed, we 
will also learn mathematical concepts such as the metric system and weights and measures. 
 
Dianne Klopp is a homeschool mother of three boys. She received her BBA in Computer Information Systems and a 
minor in Economics from James Madison University. She received her Master's in Education from George Mason 
University, and is a licensed teacher. Prior to becoming a full-time Mom, she worked in the computer industry 
designing and developing financial software. 
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Introduction to French I       Aurelie Schmid 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  9 to 11 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $40 includes book and starter kit for beginning students 
 
Using the book Look I Can Talk, from Total Physical Response story telling immersion method. This class 
will focus on conversation and storytelling. Students will become familiar with new vocabulary through 
simple stories and games; then the student will be encouraged to speak and make their own sentences. 
Games and action will be used to make French class a living experience. There will be 20 minutes of daily 
homework. 
 
Aurelie Schmid is a native French Speaker and mother of 3 children. She has been teaching languages to 
homeschoolers since she moved to the United States about 12 years ago. 

 
Introduction to Spanish II       Clarisa Loparo 
Prerequisites:  Intro to Spanish Part I or the ability to show mastery of the subject matter contained in the Intro to 
Spanish Part I class, for those students who have taken some Spanish at CCS or elsewhere. Please contact the 
teacher to discuss this recommendation if you have any questions. 
Ages:  9 to 11 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
This course will continue to introduce the student to the Spanish language with an emphasis on basic 
communication skills and vocabulary acquisition. We will continue to explore the language and culture of 
Spanish speaking countries through music, games and a variety of activities.  Students should have a 
rudimentary understanding of English grammar, as we will begin to learn some basic Spanish grammar.  
Students should expect to spend at least 15 minutes a day watching Spanish TV/videos in addition to 
spending time doing other assignments; total daily assignment time should be no more than 30 minutes a 
day. 
 
Clarisa Loparo is a homeschool teacher and mother of four children.  She will have three children in college come 
the fall and one still in elementary school!  Clarisa is a native speaker and has taught Spanish for homeschoolers in 
our community since 2001 and has written a curriculum targeted for this specific group.   Prior to having a family, 
Clarisa taught Spanish in the public school system and in private schools.  She has had the privilege of taking her 
upper level students on cultural trips to the island of Puerto Rico where she grew up.  Clarisa makes her home in 
Lovettsville, VA with her husband Vince and their children. 
  
Learning Through Literature      Angie Steele or Kristi Gray 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  9 to 12 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
With a focus on Newberry award winning books, the students will be developing the fundamental skills 
necessary to recognize literary elements of a story, such as foreshadowing, character description, conflict, 
and theme. Weekly classroom participation will be expected as we discuss the book.  In-class projects will 
be designed to teach the students to interact with and understand the story. At home, students will read 
weekly from the literature and answer questions which will be discussed in class.  Students are expected 
to come to class with homework completed and ready to learn. There will be one paragraph essay per 
book. This class is considered a bridge class to the Upper School curriculum.   A booklist will be emailed 
to students in the summer. 
 
Angie Steele is a home school mother of 5 children. She earned an undergraduate degree in English and a Master’s 
degree in Education with a specialty in Reading.  She taught in Fairfax County Schools for 10 years. This is her ninth 
year teaching at CCS. 
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Kristi Gray grew up in Loudoun County, Virginia.  She attended Liberty University and majored in History, and 
minored in English.  She taught Kindergarten and first grade in a private Christian school.  Kristi has been 
homeschooling her two children for the past seven years.  This will be their third year at Classical Cottage School.  
Kristi taught US Presidents: Great and Not So Great last year, and had a wonderful time getting to know the younger 
students.  She is looking forward to another wonderful year at CCS. 
 
Poetry Primer       Jeanne Delaney/Amanda White 
Prerequisites:  (mature prereaders) 
Ages:  4 to 6 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
Language development is significantly enriched by exposure to good poetry.  Poetry conveys the rhyme 
and reason of life in concentrated and memorable form.  Each week, the children will be exposed to 
classic works by some of the best poets in history. By hearing a variety of poems, they will have access to 
a richness of vocabulary and syntax in simple patterns, preparing them for the next level of sophistication. 
The goal is to instill a love of poems so that they can later benefit from deeper, classical works.  The 
poems will be enhanced by illustrations and/or dramatic readings.  The students will also be encouraged 
to share in discussions on meaning and interpretations of the works read.   Secondly, poems, being 
perfect for memorization, will be provided each week using the Mastery Learning method by IEW.  
Memorization will be fun, and provide children a chance to learn and maintain these language patterns.  
(For very small students, memorization is encouraged, but not required.) A daily 10-minute practice of the 
weeks' selection will be required for homework.  The selections read and memorized will differ from those 
provided in Poetry classes from previous years.  Those classes are not a prerequisite; this is simply an 
expanded continuation of the same important concepts with additional emphasis on exposure and 
interpretation of classic poems.  A notebook will be provided of all poems selected for interpretation and 
memorization. 
 

 
Poetry for Young People      Jeanne Delaney/Amanda White 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  7 to 11 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
Language development is significantly enriched by exposure to good poetry.  Poetry conveys the rhyme 
and reason of life in concentrated and memorable form.  Each week, the children will be exposed to 
classic works by some of the best poets in history. By hearing a variety of poems, they will have access to 
a richness of vocabulary and syntax in simple patterns, preparing them for the next level of sophistication. 
The goal is to instill a love of poems so that they can later benefit from deeper, classical works.  The 
poems will be enhanced by illustrations and/or dramatic readings.  The students will also be encouraged 
to share in discussions on meaning and interpretations of the works read.   Secondly, poems, being 
perfect for memorization, will be provided each week using the Mastery Learning method by IEW.  
Memorization will be fun, and provide children a chance to learn and maintain these language patterns.  
(For very small students, memorization is encouraged, but not required.) A daily 10-minute practice of the 
weeks' selection will be required for homework.  The selections read and memorized will differ from those 
provided in Poetry classes from previous years.  Those classes are not a prerequisite; this is simply an 
expanded continuation of the same important concepts with additional emphasis on exposure and 
interpretation of classic poems.  A notebook will be provided of all poems selected for interpretation and 
memorization. 
 
Amanda White lives in Winchester, VA and is a homeschool mother of two boys, both of whom attend Classical 
Cottage School.  She is an Army veteran, and worked in the IT industry for many years before homeschooling her 
children. She also works part time for Willowcroft Farm Vineyards in Leesburg, VA. This is her fourth year teaching 
at CCS. 
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Jeanne Delaney lives in Berryville with her husband, William, and has six kids.  One daughter and son are post 
college, another son is in college and Anna graduated from CCS in 2013 and attends college. She home schools her 
two younger daughters.  This will be her ninth year at CCS and sixth year as a teacher in the Grammar school.  
Jeanne graduated from California Polytechnic University with a degree in Business Administration and a minor in 
Science.  She worked as a Material Operations and Production Planner until “retiring” to raise her children. 

 
Prima Lingua Latina I       Julie Shanabrook 
Prerequisites:  none 
Ages:  6 to 8 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
Prima Lingua Latina is an introduction to Latin and a preparatory course for students who plan to continue 
taking Latin in the Upper School. Using much of the same vocabulary as the first 6 chapters of the Upper 
School text, Lingua Latina, students will learn basic grammar, declensions, and Latin sayings. Students in 
this class will also be introduced to the geography of Rome, Roman culture and history focusing on the 
kingdom of Rome, and Latin songs and prayers. 
 
Prima Lingua Latina III       Julie Shanabrook 
Prerequisites:  Prima Lingua Latina II 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
Prima Lingua Latina III is the third and final year of an introduction to Latin and a preparatory course for 
students who plan to continue taking Latin in the Upper School. Using much of the same vocabulary as 
the first 6 chapters of the Upper School text, Lingua Latina, students will learn basic grammar, 
declensions, and Latin sayings. Students in this class will also be introduced to the geography of Rome, 
Roman culture and history focusing on the kingdom of Rome, and Latin songs and prayers. 
 
Julie Shanabrook has homeschooled her 2 daughters for the past 11 years. She was an Echols Scholar at the 
University of Virginia with a concentration in Biology, and received a Masters in Physical Therapy from Boston 
University. She has enjoyed building on her high school years of Latin through the wonderful CCS Latin program, 
and looks forward to another fun year of helping to develop the next class of enthusiastic Latin students. Julie 
especially likes using hands-on, multisensory teaching to engage these young scholars. 

 
Story of the World I:  Ancients      Jeanne Delaney/Taryn Bell 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  6 to 9 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $45.00 
 
This class will cover the ancient world from 5000 B.C. to 400 A.D.  We will learn what secret was buried in 
Shi Huangdi's tomb, what nomads ate, how a six-year-old became the last emperor of Rome, and many 
other wonderful historical facts. Our class includes:  listening to the weekly stories, map work, some 
memory work during class time and many weeks will include craft activities.  We will use the text Story of 
the World Vol. 1.  You may find having the text at home to be helpful, but it is not a requirement.  There 
will not be any required homework. 
 
Jeanne Delaney lives in Berryville with her husband, William, and has six kids.  One daughter and son are post 
college, another son is in college and Anna graduated from CCS in 2013 and attends college. She home schools her 
two younger daughters.  This will be her ninth year at CCS and sixth year as a teacher in the Grammar school.  
Jeanne graduated from California Polytechnic University with a degree in Business Administration and a minor in 
Science.  She worked as a Material Operations and Production Planner until “retiring” to raise her children. 
 
Taryn Bell lives in Berryville and has been homeschooling for 18 years. She has five children. In addition to 
homeschooling, Taryn spends her time doing the bookwork for her husband's business and playing with her 
grandchildren. 
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Supervised Play        Steve & Jenny Beaudouin 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Intended for ages 7-14 & ages 5-6 if accompanied by adult 
Tuition:  $60.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $5.00 
 
This group comes together for 90 minutes of physical activity and games. It is an opportunity for students 
to exercise and enjoy friends after a full day of academic classes. The games are chosen by the students, 
although a wide variety of sports and activities will be encouraged. Each student, regardless of age, is 
expected to participate in the day's activities. Part of each class will include mild conditioning exercises to 
prepare students for the Presidential Physical Fitness testing at the end of the year.  This class will meet 
on the CCS grounds, weather permitting. (This decision will be made by the teacher no later than 
lunchtime of that day.) Also, this class does NOT meet on the days that we have Roman Culture. 
  
Steve and Jenny homeschool their 4 children and have attended CCS for 5 years.  They own 4 restaurants in 
Virginia and West Virginia.  They previously taught PE at a local private school and they both help coach a local 
youth running club.  Jenny attended West Virginia University and Steve has a degree in Civil and Architectural 
Engineering from Central Maine Technical College.  

 
Tales to Tell         Leigh Ann Lynch 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Level A is for ages 4 to 6; Level B is for ages 7 to 9 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
This class will survey three different collections of Tales throughout the year: The Grimms' Fairy Tales, 
Hans Christian Andersen's Fairy Tales, and American Tall Tales not typically covered.  With over 200 
Grimm’s Tales, 150 Andersen Tales and 20-plus Tall Tales, we will cover the main stories every child 
should know, but also be sure to include some of the lesser known tales. When applicable, coloring books 
which feature the tales will be used to illustrate the stories, and a variety of Children's books will be read 
for comparison purposes.  On occasion, if pleasing to the class, opportunities for acting out the tale will be 
provided.  The students will compile a notebook throughout the year containing the 3 themes and the use 
of Literature Pockets will complement this notebook when applicable. 
 
Leigh Ann began homeschooling when her oldest was three and entering "preschool".  11 Years later she now 
homeschools all 4 of her children ranging in age from 14-6.  A teacher by training, she received her Masters in 
Elementary Education from the College of William and Mary after graduating from Emory University with a BA in 
English.  Additionally, she has taken further graduate courses in Child Development at JMU.  While spending her 
days teaching and training her children, she attempts to carve out occasional time for painting with watercolors and 
acrylics - a passion of hers for almost 2 decades. 

 
The Star Spangled States       Amanda White  
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Level A is for ages 4 to 6; Level B is for ages 7 to 9 
Tuition:  $80.00 for 32 half hour sessions  
Materials Fee:  $35.00 
 
This course will provide a fun and effective way for kids to learn about United States geography.  Join us 
as we travel from coast to coast, learning about the 50 states and following the course of American history 
and geography.  Several states will be covered each week, and games and activities will be included to 
take the tediousness out of learning this important information.  Each child will receive a blank US map 
and their own copy of The Star Spangled State Book, which is a beautiful full color book with pages for 
each state.  Each book comes with a CD containing printable worksheets and activities to accompany our 
study.  These are optional, but I highly encourage parents to take advantage of this excellent resource.  
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While no homework is required, all students should review the states learned each week at home.  
Students will derive the maximum benefit from this course if they complete this review. 
 
Amanda White lives in Winchester, VA and is a homeschool mother of two boys, both of whom attend Classical 
Cottage School.  She is an Army veteran, and worked in the IT industry for many years before homeschooling her 
children. She also works part time for Willowcroft Farm Vineyards in Leesburg, VA. This is her fourth year teaching 
at CCS. 
 
 
Wonders of Egypt        Tabitha Wolford 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  8 to 10 
Tuition:  $128.00   
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
This interactive class will focus on discovering the many wonders and historical events of Ancient Egypt.  
Each week a new topic will be covered, for examplepyramid construction, mummification, Moses, King Tut 
and many others. Students will have the opportunity to make papyrus, practice hieroglyphic writing, wrap 
a mummy, dress like a pharaoh and design their own cartouche. Students will complete their own “keep-
sake” interactive notebook documenting their learning throughout the year. Homework will be given as 
needed to complete assignments. 
 
Tabitha taught Ancient and Modern World History and Geography for nine years in Frederick County Public Schools. 
She earned the 2006 Frederick County Teacher of the Year award. She has a Bachelor’s degree from Marshall 
University and a Master’s degree from Shenandoah University. She has two boys and this will be her third year 
homeschooling and teaching at Cottage School. 
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS & FAMILIES 
 
Chapel 
Families who want to include prayer in their day may attend Chapel in the sanctuary each Thursday 
morning from 10:40 to 10:55 a.m.  Dads are invited to come and lead this devotional time with stories, 
songs, or Bible readings.  Students join in the Pledge of Allegiance and prayers for our country at the 
conclusion of Chapel.  We invite you to join this peace-filled time of fellowship with other Christians. 
 
Memory Period        Amanda White 
Prerequisites:  None 
Tuition:  None 
Materials Fee:  None 
 
All students are invited to attend a 15-minute memory period of Latin drill from 8:10 to 8:25 a.m. 
Thursdays held in the Chapel.  Students will chant Latin declensions and conjugations.  Cost: free.  No 
sign-up is required. 
 
Nursery         Janette Cascio 
Ages:  infants and toddlers 3 years of age and under as of the first day of class 
Tuition:  $96 per class period for the year 
 
For matters of safety and space, the nursery cannot accommodate any child over the age of 3. The 
insurance fee is the ONLY registration fee required for children registered only for the nursery. 
 
Roman Culture        Susan Schearer 
Once a month our Latin teacher Susan Schearer presents an engaging slide presentation or 
dramatization on a different aspect of Roman culture. This presentation is open to all students and 
families enrolled in the Classical Cottage School as long as a parent is with the children and they are able 
to sit quietly and not detract from the learning process. No registration for these presentations is 
necessary. We strongly encourage students participating in Certamen to attend this program. Cost: free. 
 
Study Hall         Rachel Mickahail 
Fee:  $5.00 per semester 
Study Hall is intended for students who are mature enough to sit and work independently for an entire 
hour. They must bring enough work to occupy their time and understand that Study Hall is not a social 
hour. Our Study Hall Monitors do not assist with schoolwork. Students must register for Study Hall in 
advance. Study Hall is offered throughout the day as long as classrooms are available.  


