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Albegra II          Lina Cahan 
Prerequisites:  Algebra I & Geometry 
Tuition:  $370.00 This class meets for 2 hours on Friday.  
Materials Fee:  $20.00 
NOTE: Required entrance test, to be scheduled with instructor, will indicate readiness for the course. 
 
The following topics will be covered:  equations and inequalities, functions, scatter plots, absolute value, 
solving systems in 2 or 3 variables, matrices, graphing and solving quadratic equations,  complex 
numbers and radical (irrational) numbers, exponents and their properties, finding rational zeros of 
polynomials, rational exponents, inverse functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, direct/inverse 
variation, rational functions, conics (circles, ellipses, hyperbolas), probability, statistics, series and 
sequences. 
 
Lina Cahan has a BS in Mathematics from James Madison University. She taught in the Fairfax County School 
system, has extensive experience tutoring all levels of math, teaching SAT prep classes and has been offering 
math classes to homeschoolers in her home in Lovettsville. She is the mother of five children. 

 
American History         Lonnie Barham 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  High School 
Tuition:  $200.00 with a minimum of 10 students  
Materials Fee:  $20.00 
 
This high school course will cover the development of the United States from pre-European exploration 
through the challenges of our modern world. The class will be taught with an emphasis on primary 
documents along with a collection of activities to give students a hands-on approach to studying their 
nation's past. The instructor will bring the history "alive" through the use of stories and anecdotes so that 
students may understand and appreciate how our collective past affects us today and that the study of 
history is the study of life. There will be weekly homework assignments, chapter readings, and take home 
activities. 
 
American Stories I - Fall        Lonnie Barham 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  10/11 and up 
Tuition:  $100.00   
Materials Fee:  $10.00 
 
This course is intended for the history enthusiast and buff or those who just enjoy hearing little known 
facts and unusual stories of their nation's past. Some course topics will be: colonial cures and 
superstitions, presidential tidbits and anecdotes, famous presidential pets and other animals, the Old 
West, entertainment in American history, American heroes, the Golden Age of  Sports, War Stories (WWI 
and II, Vietnam), assassinations and great disasters. A good collection of trivia questions will be included 
in hand-outs for students to entertain friends and family. This course is designed to be an enrichment 
class with no homework assignments. 
 
Lonnie Barham is a native of Frederick County; he graduated from James Wood High School and went onto major 
in history at Virginia Tech, graduating with a B.A. in History in1971. He taught American History at Clarke County's 
middle school (6th, 7th and 8th grades) for 32 years. This will be his 6th year teaching for the Classical Cottage 
School. Lonnie lives in Winchester with his wife, Becky, who works for Winchester Public Schools. They have two 
children, Anne and Greg, and four grandchildren (Colby, Luke, Colt, and Chase), all of whom live in the area. 
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Art History I: Ancient - Spring       Patience Wyman 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Grade 9 to 12 
Tuition:  $110.00   
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
This course will explore the art and architecture of many cultures from early B.C. to 300 A.D. We will look 
at the art of the early peoples of the British Isles, Europe, Egypt, Greece, Rome, the Near and Middle 
East, Africa, India, Japan, China and the Americas. Class format is slide lecture. Students will be 
required to keep an interactive journal throughout the course which will be used to explore the different 
cultures and styles present within ancient art. This along with regular quizzes, will solidify students' 
knowledge of the material. This course can serve as the foundation for preparation toward the Advanced 
Placement Art History exam. 
 
Art History III: Modern - Fall       Patience Wyman 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Grade 9 to 12 
Tuition:  $110.00   
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
Designed to introduce high school students to Western art (painting, sculpture and architecture) from the  
1600’s up through the present. The periods covered will be Italian, Flemish, Dutch, English and Spanish 
baroque, Rococo, American or French neoclassicism, English, French and American Romanticism, 
Realism, Impressionism, Post Impressionism, Expressionism, Symbolism, and Twentieth century art, 
including Dada, Cubism, Surrealism, Colorfield, Hardedge and Pop. Class format will be slide lecture.  
Students will be required to keep an interactive journal throughout the course to explore the different 
ideas and artistic styles present in the Modern Era. This, along with regular quizzes, will be used to 
solidify student's understanding of the material. Can serve as the foundation for preparation toward  the 
Advanced Placement Art History exam. 
 
Patience Wyman is an artist living and working in Winchester, VA. She acquired her BA honors in Sculpture/Studio 
Arts from the Edinburgh College of Art in Edinburgh, Scotland, and her MFA in Sculpture/Studio Arts from the 
University of Oregon in Eugene, OR. Patience is also an art instructor for Opus Oaks in Berryville, VA and teaches 
for the Summer Regional Governor's school in this area. 

 
Chemistry          Jim Creech 
Prerequisites:  Algebra I 
Ages:  High School 
Tuition:  $350.00 This class meets for 2 hours on Friday.  
Materials Fee:  $40.00 
 
A high school level, college preparatory course in general chemistry.  Students will learn about atomic 
structure, chemical bonding and molecular composition, typical reactions, acids and bases, and be 
introduced to thermodynamics, equilibrium, organic, nuclear, and biochemistry.  Lab experiments will 
help support the lectures with hands-on work, at the same time familiarizing the students with standard 
lab equipment.  Lab activities will include: acid-base titrations; oxidation-reduction reactions; molecular 
models; double replacement, composition and decomposition reactions; gas property experiments; 
distillation; reaction rates;  enthalpy (calories); and chemical equilibrium. Care will be taken to teach lab 
safety.  Chemistry can be very rewarding and enjoyable, but it is a challenging field requiring diligent 
study.  There will be regular reading required at home, including memorization and problem solving.  
Because of the lab component, this class is two hours in length. 
 
Jim Creech is an ordained Christian minister who has served as senior pastor or church planter in several churches 
in Virginia and Ohio since 1979.  After 20 years in the Presbyterian Church of America, he began an independent 
Bible church in 2009 in Winchester: Church of the Redeemer.  Before being called to the ministry he was a music 
teacher, composer, and performer.  Beginning in the 8th grade, while his friends were pursuing more normal 
interests, he spent all his Saturdays in the public library reading college chemistry textbooks and trying to build the 
perfect rocket from scratch.  He completed half of the course work for a B.S. in Chemistry in the Honors Program at 
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UNC-Chapel Hill before changing to a liberal arts curriculum and receiving the Bachelor of Creative Arts degree.  
He holds the Master of Divinity degree from Reformed Theological Seminary.  Jim has continued his interest in 
chemistry over the years, and has taught classes in both private school and home school settings.  Some of his 
students have gone on to major in chemistry in college. 

 
Civics           Jeannine Garber 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Grade 7 to 10 
Tuition:  $200.00 with a minimum of 10 students  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
The Civics class will cover American democracy (including the people and our history),  citizenship, state 
and local governments, the law, and political parties and interest groups.  There will be an emphasis on 
the U. S. Constitution, including the Bill of Rights and Amendments 11-27, and an emphasis on the three 
branches of government. This class serves as a beneficial precursor to A.P. U.S. Government. 
 
Jeannine Garber retired from Clarke County Schools, teaching eighth grade Civics and Economics.  She graduated 
as a Mccurran Scholar from Shepherd University and obtained a Masters degree in Education from Shenandoah 
University.  Jeannine has three adult children and a grandson and granddaughter. 
 
Civil War I - Spring         Lonnie Barham 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages: 10/11 and up 
Tuition:  $100.00   
Materials Fee:  $10.00 
 
Students will study the Civil War through meaningful stories, anecdotes, unusual happenings and other 
fascinating material. The Civil War will come alive for students who wish to study this exciting period in 
our nation's history. This course will explore the people and events that have made this era so 
memorable. If you like those unusual and hard to find tidbits of history, this may be just the stimulus you 
need to become hooked on history. This course is designed to be an enrichment class with no homework 
assignments. The same class will be offered in the fall and spring, though Mr. Barham is always adding 
more stories. 
 
Lonnie Barham is a native of Frederick County; he graduated from James Wood High School and went onto major 
in history at Virginia Tech, graduating with a B.A. in History in1971. He taught American History at Clarke County's 
middle school (6th, 7th and8th grades) for 32 years. This will be his 6th year teaching for the Classical Cottage 
School. Lonnie lives in Winchester with his wife, Becky, who works for Winchester Public Schools. They have two 
children, Anne and Greg, and four grandchildren (Colby, Luke, Colt, and Chase), all of whom live in the area. 

 
College Application Seminar - September to November    Cindy Leahy 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Intended for those applying for college by year’s end 
Tuition:  $100.00 for 6 three hour sessions on a day chosen by the class  
Materials Fee:  $0.00 
 
Applying to colleges is a stressful process, requiring much time, research, documentation and essay 
writing.  Intended for those applying for college by year’s end,  this seminar will make the process more 
systematic, timely and effective.  Course content will include: researching to determine what colleges you 
want to apply to; research to determine what those colleges want on your application; transcript 
preparation; scholarship ideas; personal reference requests; and effective application essay writing.  
While this won’t be the only time you’ll spend on this time-intensive process, it will make your efforts  
more efficient, make scholarships more possible, and reduce Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday stress. 
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Computers: Real Programming for Beginners     Wendy Gooditis 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  12 and up 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  TBD 
 
This course will teach programming: REAL programming! It is geared for the student who is interested in 
computers, can bring a recently manufactured laptop to school, and is reasonably comfortable on a 
keyboard. The students will be learning the essentials of programming using the “Processing” 
programming language, an open source language with which students will learn real-world terms, syntax, 
and good coding habits right from the beginning. Here they will apply language and logic with the utmost 
precision! Also, they will learn about current developments in the technical world, the history of 
computers, and a variety of technical careers. They will also take a field trip to have a guided tour of the 
inner workings of the computer room at the Winchester Medical Center! Requirements: a laptop 
computer with minimum 600 MHz processor, 256 MB memory, and 50 MB hard disk, plus either 
Windows Vista, Windows XP with SP2, or Windows 2000 with SP3. Each student must download a 
FREE copy of the software. 
 
Wendy Gooditis was a “computer guy” before she was a mother. She was a consultant at Bell Laboratories, 
responsible for the programming language manuals for C, then C++, and finally the object-oriented version of C++. 
While not a programmer herself, she wrote the manuals working with the inventors of the C language and her 
manuals were printed in 40 languages and 140 countries! 

 
Drama Forensics A & B - Fall       Valerie O'Keeffe 
Ages:  Middle School and up 
Tuition:  $80.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
Ssshhh! Don’t tell your kids they’re building public speaking skills for the future! Let them think we’re 
having fun playing games, performing plays and competing in poetry and dramatic interpretation. My 
experience teaching at CCS has shown that young children are very comfortable talking in front of one 
another but something happens in middle school and that confidence is lost. This course hopes to bridge 
that gap and prepare our students for upper level speech, debate and drama. Let’s keep the magic 
going! Fall semester will choose and perform a seasonal play and prepare for early spring Forensics 
Competition with the second semester class. In the Spring semester, we plan to have at least one full-
length play with a performance opportunity and several smaller productions. We will apply to the Folger’s 
Shakespeare Children’s Festival in the spring. Forensic Competition will also be available to both fall and 
spring classes in poetry, dramatic interpretation and new for this year, duo dramatic interpretation. Fall 
and Spring semesters are designed to work together in order that students may take a complete year. 
 
Valerie O’Keeffe is a home schooling mother of 4. She holds a Bachelors of Fine Arts from VCU and an MBA. 
Drama is a family passion and the O’Keeffe family has been very involved in Winchester’s Little Theatre as well as 
theatre in Richmond.  This summer will be her 3rd summer working with the children's program at Winchester Little 
Theatre. Valerie’s husband, Chuck, was a VCU theatre major and began the League of Richmond Theatres and the 
first internet casting website for actors in the early 90’s. Valerie has been with Cottage School since its inception as 
a parent, teacher and bookkeeper and looks forward to another great year! 

 
Economics          Jeannine Garber 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Grade 7 to 10 
Tuition:  $200.00 with a minimum of 10 students  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
The Economics class will cover the basic concept and theories of the American economic system, supply 
and demand, business and labor, government and banking, economic global developments, and 
personal finance.  The students will be completing projects, including a household budget. 
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Jeannine Garber retired from Clarke County Schools, teaching eighth grade Civics and Economics.  She graduated 
as a Mccurran Scholar from Shepherd University and obtained a Masters degree in Education from Shenandoah 
University.  Jeannine has three adult children and a grandson and granddaughter. 
 
French 1/2          Aurelie Schmid 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  11 and up 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $10.00 
 
Using the book Discovering French Nouveau Bleu 1 and DVD Take-Home tutor Bleu 1, from McDougal 
Littlel this class will explore France and the distinctive French-speaking culture as well as build skills and 
develop strategies for communication. The method integrates a video program that can be seen at home 
as well as auditory exercises and repetition ideal for homeschoolers. It is equivalent to ½ year of high 
school French 1. Prerequisite: For middle school students who are comfortable with writing and reading 
in English, or high school students who want to study a modern language. Access to a computer is 
mandatory. 
 
French III          Aurelie Schmid 
Prerequisites:  Advanced French 
Tuition:  Depends on enrollment.  This class meets on Fridays.  
Materials Fee:  $10.00 
 
This class is a continuation of the Advanced French class offered in 2009-10. Students will finish the 
book Discovering French Nouveau Rouge, by McDougal Littel and Take Home Tutor Rouge. There will 
be 30 to 45 minutes of homework every day. 
 
Aurelie Schmid is a native French Speaker and mother of 3 children. She has been teaching languages to 
homeschoolers since she moved to the United States about 12 years ago. 
 
Geography: Map Skills and Physical Geography     Janette Cascio 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  12 and up 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
The first semester of this course will focus on the basic concepts and methodology of geography and the 
essentials of map reading and interpretation. It is designed to encourage students to consider the Earth 
as a whole while considering the interrelationships between the natural environment and human 
activities. We'll explore different types of geography (human, cultural, political, physical) through the use 
of specialized maps and we'll learn how these maps are used for problem solving/everyday applications.  
The second semester will focus on the physical processes shaping the Earth's crust. Students will 
explore the nature and distribution of landforms, elements of weather and climate, vegetation, plate 
tectonics, and erosion. Through class demonstrations and the interpretation of maps, students will learn 
the processes of how the earth's physical features (volcanoes, mountains, rivers, etc.) give character to 
and define the continents. Homework will be approximately 1-2 hours per week. 
 
Janette Cascio is a professional cartographer and received a B.A. in Geography from Mary Washington College. 
She worked at the Defense Mapping Agency for four years as an air photo interpreter and at the U.S. Geological 
Survey for 12 years with a focus on map revisions, mapping standards, and civil applications of data. This is her 7th 
year teaching Geography at the Classical Cottage School. 
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Latin 1/3          Wendy Gooditis 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  9 to 11 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $8.00 
 
This is year 1 of a three-year sequence of Latin One for our youngest Upper School students (ages 9—
11) who are ready to begin Lingua Latina at a slower pace than the Latin ½ class. Students in this course 
should be able to read, write, and develop note-taking skills.  Families who begin this class need to 
understand that it is a three-year commitment and that a parent MUST attend the class even if that 
parent is participating in a higher-level Latin course with another child. Homework will require 45-minutes 
of focused Latin study every day, and students will need a great deal of assistance at home. 
 
Latin 2/2          Hartley Schearer 
Prerequisites:  Latin 1/2 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $8.00 
 
This year-long course is the second half of Latin 1 for middle-school or high-school students. Chapters 
13—24 of Lingua Latina will be covered in this course which, together with Latin ½, equals 1 high school 
credit for foreign language. A parent is required to attend class with the student so that proper assistance 
can be given at home. 
 
Latin 2/3          Hartley Schearer 
Prerequisites:  Latin 1/3 (Intro) or equivalent 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $8.00 
 
This is year 2 of a three-year sequence of Latin One for younger students who are tackling Lingua Latina 
at a slower pace than the Latin ½ track. This year students will work through chapters 9—16 of the text. 
Students must have completed Intro to Latin successfully in order to continue. A parent MUST attend the 
class even if that parent is participating in a higher-level Latin course with another child. Homework will 
require 45-minutes of focused Latin study every day, and students will need a great deal of assistance at 
home. 
 
Latin 2/3          Hartley Schearer 
Prerequisites:  Latin 1/3 (Intro) or equivalent 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $8.00 
 
This is year 2 of a three-year sequence of Latin One for younger students who are tackling Lingua Latina 
at a slower pace than the Latin ½ track. This year students will work through chapters 9—16 of the text. 
Students must have completed Intro to Latin successfully in order to continue. A parent MUST attend the 
class even if that parent is participating in a higher-level Latin course with another child. Homework will 
require 45-minutes of focused Latin study every day, and students will need a great deal of assistance at 
home. 
 
Latin III        Susan Schearer/Wendy Gooditis 
Prerequisites:  Latin II or equivalent 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $8.00 
 
This course centers on the study of Latin literature, primarily literature about Roman history before the 
time of Augustus, with pictures which illustrate much of what the students are reading about the 
development of Rome from its beginnings to an empire. Students will read and analyze excerpts from 
such authors as Livy and Eutropius, reading actual selections from Caesar, Cicero, and Catullus at the 
end of the school year. Prerequisite is successful completion of Latin II. As with all CCS Latin classes, a 
parent is required to attend class with the student so that proper assistance can be given at home. 



 16 

Homework will require 1 hour of focused Latin study every day, and students likely will need a great deal 
of parental monitoring and support. 
 
Latin V: AP          Susan Schearer 
Prerequisites:  Latin IV 
Tuition:  $300.00   
Materials Fee:  $8.00 
 
In keeping with the new AP Latin exam to be offered in May 2013, this course will cover selections from 
two authors' works: Vergil's epic, the Aeneid, and Julius Caesar's Commentaries on Gallic Wars, parts of 
which CCS students will already have studied in previous years, but will review in depth this year. This 
course is designed for students who have proved their grammar and translation skills in Latin IV and will 
require at least 1 to 2 hours of daily work. Students will learn skills of analysis and comprehension of the 
Latin text in class discussions and frequent essays.  Students are encouraged to take the AP test in May 
to prove their accomplishments in Latin at this level.  Mothers are strongly encouraged, but not required, 
to attend Latin class with their students. 
 
Susan Schearer has a BA in Classics from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College and an MA in Classics from Indiana 
University. She taught Latin at Handley High School in Winchester, VA, from 1970—2000. She has been teaching 
at the Classical Cottage School for the past 9  years and has introduced our students to the joys of Junior Classical 
League conventions and certamen. 
 
Hartley Schearer has a BA in Classics from Hampden-Sydney College and an MA in Education from James 
Madison University. He was a Latin teacher and co-Librarian at Randolph-Macon Academy from1968 to 1973 and 
at Daniel Morgan Middle School from 1973 to2000. This will be his sixth year teaching at the Classical Cottage 
School. 
 
Wendy Gooditis has been a devoted Latin student of her Magistra Susan Schearer since the second year of 
Cottage School  and is now in her eighth year with her (on top of two years in high school), greatly enjoys the study 
of Latin still, with no intention of letting it lapse! She has supported her two children through a combined 14 years of 
Latin, both of them avid students yet. Wendy holds a BS in Communications from Rutgers University and is 
currently working toward her Master’s of Education at Shenandoah University. 
 
Mathematics: Tutoring        Lina Cahan 
Tuition: $50.00 per hour 
 
Personal or small group instruction available in all math up to calculus.  Contact Lina Cahan at 540-822-
4140 or cahans@verizon.net to arrange time or groups. 
 
Lina Cahan has a BS in Mathematics from James Madison University.  She taught in the Fairfax County School 
system and has extensive experience tutoring all levels of math, teaching SAT prep classes and has been offering 
math classes to homeschoolers in her home in Lovettsville.  She is the mother of five children. 
 
Omnibus III          Cindy Leahy 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  middle/early high school 
Tuition:  $215.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $45.00 
 
This is the third of a six-year series addressing the literature, history and culture of major Western 
civilizations in chronological order. (We study ancients to medieval/renaissance to modern and then 
repeat the cycle with different literature.) Please note that students may join the Omnibus cycle at any 
time; there is no prerequisite, though the Progymnasmata course is a good preparation. Optimal level is 
middle school/early high school. The course format will be a Paideia discussion (used in the Great Books 
program), which is based on close reading of literature and historical accounts. Readings will be excerpts 
chosen from key writings of the medieval/Renaissance period. Students will read and discuss Fahrenheit 
451, Paradise Lost, Huckleberry Finn, and Gulliver's Travels, and To Kill a Mockingbird, with mini-units 
on American poetry. The readings will be analyzed for themes, structure and style; the interrelation 
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between history, literature and culture will be emphasized. The goals of the Paideia approach are to build 
skills of inductive and deductive thinking through careful analysis of the text. The four major writing 
assignments will include two essays (a commonplace and a thesis) and two expressive writings, which 
will be speech-in-character papers. While the writing component may seem intimidating for younger 
students, all writings are genres of Progymnasmata, so most students will be familiar with their 
composition; additionally, while everyone will be able to do the speech-in-character assignments, those 
younger students who are not yet ready for the full essays will be encouraged to at least do the 
preparation for the essays and will receive class instruction for that purpose. Each full year is equal to 1 
high school English credit. 
 
Omnibus VI          Cindy Leahy 
Prerequisites:  Omnibus IV or permission of instructor. 
Tuition:  $215.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $45.00 
 
This is the culminating course of a six-year series addressing the literature, history and culture of major 
Western civilizations in chronological order. (We study ancients to medieval/Renaissance to modern and 
then repeat the cycle with different literature.) Please note that students may join the Omnibus cycle at 
any time pending instructor approval. The course format will be a Paideia discussion (used in the Great 
Books program), which is based on close reading of literature and historical accounts Readings will be 
chosen from key writings of the modern period. Students will read and discuss Don Quixote by 
Cervantes; Faust by Goethe; The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; the short story —Flannery 
O'Connor, O.Henry, & Eudora Welty & James Thurber; Brothers Karamazovby Dostoevksy; the essay -- 
Henry David Thoreau; the novella --Daisy Miller by Henry James; British poetry--Gerard Manley Hopkins 
and W.B. Yeats; modern drama--Our Town by Thornton Wilder. Summer reading will be The 
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin. The readings will be analyzed for themes, structure and style; the 
interrelation between history, literature and culture will be emphasized. The four major writing 
assignments will include two major essays (two theses) a character analysis and an expressive writing 
(an imitation of style). Each full year will be equal to 1 high school English credit. 
 
Cindy Leahy has been an educator for over 30 years. From 1983 to 2002 she taught at Clarke County High School, 
where she taught English, Biology, Aesthetics and I.B. Philosophy, supervised I.B. extended essays and served for 
8 years as English department chairperson. In 1991 she received the Potomac Edison Teacher of the Year Award 
for excellence and innovation in the teaching of writing. She has developed the Progymnasmata and Omnibus 
courses at the Classical Cottage School and has been teaching them for the past 9 years. 

 
Philosophy II: Aristotle and Aquinas      Dr. Chris Manion 
Ages:  High School 
Tuition:  $325.00 with a minimum of 12 students. This class meets for 1 1/2 hours 3 times a month on Friday.  
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
This is the second year of  a high-school level course in a series of three (in a three-year cycle, one per 
year).  In the first year the course covers Plato, especially the Republic, and Augustine’s City of God, key 
works that are central to Christian thought and western philosophy. In year two, students will examine 
Aristotle’s Nichomachean Ethics and selections from St. Thomas Aquinas, laying the foundation for 
modern philosophy.  The student will be expected to conduct some background reading on his own to 
provide historical context, since the course is not designed to be an “overview.” Rather, it will focus on a 
few ideas that are central to philosophy, and will address the practical questions that arise, in order to 
prepare students not only for life, but for college-level courses that might attempt a more theoretical or 
even abstruse approach, complete with ten-dollar words and inscrutable logic and insufferable 
professors.  The course is intended to help older students learn to read and to think critically, and to 
come to know some timeless works that are central to the foundations of Western Civilization. It will not 
be value-neutral: the course will readily acknowledge reality, emphasizing (and relying on) the value of 
rational discourse and Christianity as indispensable ingredients in the development of western civilization 
and its institutions. 
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Christopher Manion received his Ph.D. in political theory from the University of Notre Dame. He has taught at 
Rockford College, Catholic University, and the Rome campus of the University of Dallas. At Boston University he 
developed courses in Ethics for the departments of Religion and International Relations. He serves on the boards 
of the Population Research Institute and the American Foreign Policy Council. He and his wife Teri homeschool 
their daughter, Carolyn. This will be Dr. Manion’s sixth year with the Classical Cottage School. 

 
Physical Science         Kim Dooley 
Ages:  8/9th grade  
Tuition:  $300.00 This class meets 1 1/2 hours on Friday.  
Materials Fee:  $25.00 
 
Covering introductory Physics, basic Chemistry, and basic Earth Science, this hour and a half long class 
is intended for students in early high school, though it will also be an option for responsible 8th graders.  
Beginning with scientific inquiry and matter, students will then move on to introductory chemistry, motion, 
forces, energy, and electricity. Basic math and earth science (earth structure, plate tectonics. 
atmosophere, magnetism, fossil fuels, waves and rockets) will be integrated throughout the class, as will 
graph creation and interpretation.  Each unit will have labs with hands-on/visual opportunities for 
learning. Students will be expected to do vocabulary definitions and take notes as well as practice 
exercises and critical thinking applications.  Unit tests, vocabulary quizzes, and labs will be graded; all 
other work will be reviewed and corrected in class.  Homework can be expected to take 30 minutes per 
day. 
 
Kim Dooley lives and works in Winchester and acquired her BS in Animal Science, Minor in Biology and Virginia 
Teaching Certification from Virginia Tech. She taught A.P. high school biology on block scheduling for three years 
(an equivalent of six concentrated years) then stayed at home with her two kids for nine years. She currently 
teaches middle school science (including earth science and physical science) at Sacred Heart Academy, as well as 
a popular science camp every summer through the Winchester City Parks and Recreation. 

 
Progymnasmata I         Cindy Leahy 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  12 & up or successful completion of one year of CCS Upper School Latin 
Tuition:  $210.00   
Materials Fee:  $45.00 
 
Part one of a two-year course, this class is based on D’Angelo’s Composition in the Classical Tradition. 
Progymnasmata (which means preliminary exercises) is the ancient art and science of teaching the skills 
of writing. This curriculum is similar to The Institute for Excellence in Writing program, but more 
comprehensive in scope and also includes introductory study of literary and rhetorical devices as well as 
an introduction to fallacies and techniques of persuasion. Over the two-year course, students are led 
step-by-step through eleven increasingly challenging genres of writing and steadily build their writing 
proficiencies. Genres to be studied this first year include: narratives, descriptions, fables, proverbs and 
anecdotes. The culminating skill is the crafting of carefully structured persuasive essays. 
 
Cindy Leahy has been an educator for over 30 years. From 1983 to 2002 she taught at Clarke County High School, 
where she taught English, Biology, Aesthetics and I.B. Philosophy, supervised I.B. extended essays and served for 
8 years as English department chairperson. In 1991 she received the Potomac Edison Teacher of the Year Award 
for excellence and innovation in the teaching of writing. She has developed the Progymnasmata and Omnibus 
courses at the Classical Cottage School and has been teaching them for the past 9 years. 

 
Rhetoric I          Jim Porterfield 
Prerequisites:  Progym II & Logic II 
Ages:  High School 
Tuition:  $250.00 with a minimum of 10 students  
Materials Fee:  $10.00 
 
The first of the two-year culminating course of the core logic/rhetoric strand, this course will enable all the 
tools developed in the Progymnasmata and Logic courses to become readily accessible for incisive 
analysis and articulate expression. Students will study Aristotle’s Rhetoric and, applying the principles 
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detailed by Aristotle, will analyze seminal speeches and essays. They will also study Mortimer Adler’s 
classic text on the best techniques for getting the most from a book. 
 
Mr. Porterfield was born in Roanoke in June, 1943 during the battle of Stalingrad. He attended Ogden School and 
Cave Spring High School. He went on to be a cadet at VMI in 1961. He received a BA in English and then a 
commission in the military in Armor. He went on active duty in 1965 at Fort Knox Kentucky and completed the 
Armor Officer Basic. He was deployed to the 2nd armored Di vision at Fort Hood Texas. He then served in Vietnam 
with the 2nd Battalion 34th armor and returned to Fort Sill with the army officer field artillery officer candidate 
brigade as a tactical officer. After being released from active duty, he taught at William C. Taylor High School, 
Warrenton VA. He received his masters degree in English in 1973 from VPI. Mr. Porterfield taught at Handley High 
School in Winchester, VA from 1972 until his retirement in 2001. He was awarded the Stuart Bell endowment for 
excellence in teaching in 1996 and a hall at Handley was named Porterfield Hall. Most recently he was awarded an 
endowed chair at Handley by J.J and Kaye Smith, former students, donating $100,000 for the next seven years in 
Mr. Porterfield's honor. 

 
Socratic Logic I         Dan Dunn 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  This class is best suited for grades 8 through 12. Younger students will need permission from the instructor.  
Tuition:  gratis 
Materials Fee:  $15.00 
 
Traditional Logic is an in-depth study of classical syllogisms. Best suited for grades 8 through 12, this 
two-year course begins with a study of Formal Logic, the science of sound reasoning. Formal logic looks 
at the form or structure of arguments, specifically the three acts of the mind: simple apprehension, 
judgment, and deductive inference. Class format will be in-class lecture, group discussion, and written 
exercises to do at home during the week. Students will complete Logic I mid-year and begin Logic II, 
which will be completed in the second full year of the course. 
 
Dan Dunn has been with the Catholic Worker, his primary vocation, since 1993, first in New York and currently in 
Romney, WV. This work addresses questions of political, economic and social justice. Dan has a BS degree in 
Building Science and a professional degree in architecture. He served as a teaching assistant at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute.  He has served as a private tutor for homeschoolers in the subjects of literature, grammar and 
math.  In addition, he has taught catechism courses for middle schoolers as well as conducted seminars in ethics 
and economics for adults and ethics and architecture for professionals. 

 
Spanish 1/2          Diane Miller 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  Middle School 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $20.00 + textbook and workbook 
 
This course is designed for the beginning language student wanting to communicate in Spanish. The 
course will focus on basic vocabulary development, simple conversations and comprehension of spoken 
Spanish. Students will be introduced to a variety of grammatical structures. Reading and writing skills will 
be developed with the emphasis being on communicative competency. This is a very interactive class 
and technology is integrated into the curriculum. Students are expected to spend 30 minutes per day 
doing homework and engaging in online activities. Access to a computer is mandatory. 
 
Diane Miller has taught Spanish for more than 20 years. She has taught in the Montgomery County school system 
as well as Frederick County public schools. She obtained her undergraduate degree in Spanish from American 
University and attended college in Mexico City. She obtained her Master’s Degree in Spanish from the University of 
Maryland. She has taught Spanish I through Spanish V AP. 
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Spanish 2/2          Diane Miller 
Prerequisites:  Spanish 1/2 
Tuition:  $200.00   
Materials Fee:  $20.00 + textbook & workbook  
 
This course is the second half of Spanish: HS 1 from the 2010/2011 school year. Students will continue 
to develop the four skills of listening, reading, writing, and speaking. Emphasis will be placed on 
communicative competency. Students will enhance language learning with projects and oral 
presentations. This class is very interactive and technology is integrated into the curriculum. 
Assignments are given daily and online assignments are submitted weekly. Access to a computer is 
mandatory. 
 
Diane Miller has taught Spanish for more than 20 years. She has taught in the Montgomery County school system 
as well as Frederick County public schools. She obtained her undergraduate degree in Spanish from American 
University and attended college in Mexico City. She obtained her Master’s Degree in Spanish from the University of 
Maryland. She has taught Spanish I through Spanish V AP. 
 
Studio Art: Drawing - Fall        Patience Wyman 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  11 and up 
Tuition:  $100.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
This studio art course is an opportunity for students to practice and develop drawing techniques under 
professional guidance and in a relaxed studio setting. 
 
Studio Art: Sketch Book Diary - Spring      Patience Wyman 
Prerequisites:  None 
Ages:  11 to 0 
Tuition:  $100.00 This class meets 3 times a month for 1 1/2 hours.  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
This studio art course is an opportunity for students to learn to use a sketchbook for creation of a 
personalized visual diary. Students will learn multiple techniques using a variety of materials ranging 
from simple drawing tools to paints and mixed media. 
 
Patience Wyman is an artist living and working in Winchester, VA. She acquired her BA honors in Sculpture/Studio 
Arts from the Edinburgh College of Art in Edinburgh, Scotland, and her MFA in Sculpture/Studio Arts from the 
University of Oregon in Eugene, OR. Patience is also an art instructor for Opus Oaks in Berryville, VA and teaches 
for the Summer Regional Governor's school in this area. 

 
World History I:  The Ancient World - Spring     Tabitha Wolford 
Prerequisites:  solid high school level work 
Ages:  Grade 9 to 12 
Tuition:  $125.00 with a minimum of 10 students  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
This course is a continuous three-semester rotation that covers a different portion of World History each 
semester.  Students may begin the course at any time during the rotation.  Part I will focus on the 
fascinating lives of the ancient civilizations including, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greek, Hellenistic and 
Romans.  In addition the Islamic Empire, the Middle Ages and the European Renaissance will be 
covered.  Each week students will work analyzing primary source documents in preparation for 
completing, document based questions (DBQ’s).  Please note the text (to be used for all-three rotations) 
Western Civilizations by Jackson Spielvogel is a college level-textbook.  Students should be doing solid 
high-school level work before beginning this course.  There will be a weekly reading assignment with a 
study guide to be completed before class. 
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World History III:  The Modern World - Fall     Tabitha Wolford 
Prerequisites:  solid high school level work 
Ages:  Grade 9 to 12 
Tuition:  $125.00 with a minimum of 10 students  
Materials Fee:  $30.00 
 
This course is a continuous three-semester rotation that covers a different portion of World History each 
semester.  Students may begin the course at any time during the rotation.  Part III will focus on the World 
Powers of the 20th century and beyond; World War I, the Russian Revolution, the Interwar Period, World 
War II, the Cold War and contemporary events. Each week students will work analyzing primary source 
documents in preparation for completing, document based questions (DBQ’s).  Please note the text (to 
be used for all-three rotations) Western Civilizations by Jackson Spielvogel is a college level-textbook.  
Students should be doing solid high-school level work before beginning this course.  There will be a 
weekly reading assignment with a study guide to be completed before class. 
 
Tabitha taught Ancient and Modern World History and Geography for nine years in Frederick County Public 
Schools.   She earned the 2006 Frederick County Teacher of the Year award. She has a Bachelor’s degree from 
Marshall University and a Master’s degree from Shenandoah University. She has two boys and this will be her 
second year homeschooling and teaching at Cottage School. 
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MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR STUDENTS 
 
Chapel           
Families who want to include prayer in their day may attend Chapel in the sanctuary each Thursday 
morning from 10:40 to 10:55 a.m.  Dads are invited to come and lead this devotional time with stories, 
songs, or Bible readings.  Students join in the Pledge of Allegiance and prayers for our country at the 
conclusion of Chapel.  We invite you to join this peace-filled time of fellowship with other Christians. 
 
Certamen: Competitive        Teri Manion 
Latin students who enjoy challenging games are invited to compete in our Competitive Certamen 
program.  Questions test participants’ knowledge of Roman history and culture, Latin grammar, and 
Greek/Roman mythology.  A fast-paced, 15-minute practice session will occur at 12:30 p.m. (opposite 
Chapel) every Thursday, and a one-hour practice session will follow Roman Culture on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month.  Students will be encouraged to purchase a Certamen Notebook for $15 and must pay 
dues of $30 for admission to competitions.  Approximately 8 competitions will be held in various locations 
throughout the state.  For more information, go to www.vjcl.org and click on “certamen”. 
 
Junior Classical League 
Upper School Latin students are automatically enrolled in the Virginia Junior Classical League.  The 
VJCL State Convention is traditionally held at the Richmond Convention Center on the Sunday and 
Monday just before Thanksgiving.  Students may participate in this event with the approval of their Latin 
teacher. Those in grades 7 and up may choose to participate in the National Junior Classical League 
Convention that occurs one week every summer (usually in late July).  Students will receive information 
on these conventions from their Latin teachers at the appropriate time.  Meanwhile, visit www.vjcl.org for 
more information. 
 
Memory Period         Amanda White 
All students are invited to attend a 15-minute memory period of Latin drill from 12:30 to 12:45 p.m. 
Thursdays held in the Chapel.  Students will chant Latin declensions and conjugations.  Cost: free.  No 
sign-up is required. 
 
Roman Life and Culture Enrichment Sessions     Susan Schearer 
Once a month, our Latin teacher Susan Schearer presents an engaging slide presentation or 
dramatization on a different aspect of Roman culture.  These enrichment sessions are usually held the 
2nd Thursday of most months from 2-3 PM.  This presentation is open to all students and families 
enrolled in the Classical Cottage School as long as a parent is with the children and they are able to sit 
quietly and not detract from the learning process.  We strongly encourage Latin students participating in 
Certamen to attend this program.  Cost:  free. No sign-up is required 
 
Yearbook Committee        Pat Whittle   
The CCS Yearbook Committee assists the Yearbook Committee Chairman in compiling our annual 
yearbook.  Not only does the committee need student volunteers but also several volunteer moms to 
coordinate and supervise the individual class photos and work closely with Pat to cover all details of 
tracking and taking photos for the yearbook.  Interested students and moms, please contact Pat Whittle 
at whittlepat@aol.com to be on the 2011-2012 Yearbook Committee as soon as possible.  Students can 
earn volunteer hours for their transcripts by being on the Yearbook Committee.
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UPPER SCHOOL TUITION LIST 
COURSE NAME MAKE CHECKS 

PAYABLE TO: 
MATERIAL

S FEE 

1ST SEMESTER 
TUITION 

due May 17th 

2nd SEMESTER 
TUITION 

due Sept.27th 
AP English Preparatory Class - Spring Cindy Leahy $10.00 $0.00 $100.00 

Algebra I Lina Cahan $20.00 $185.00 $185.00 

Albegra II Lina Cahan $20.00 $185.00 $185.00 

American History Lonnie Barham $20.00 $100.00 $100.00 

American Stories I - Fall Lonnie Barham $10.00 $100.00 $0.00 

Art History I: Ancient - Spring Patience Wyman $15.00 $0.00 $110.00 

Art History III: Modern - Fall Patience Wyman $15.00 $110.00 $0.00 

Chemistry Jim Creech $40.00 $175.00 $175.00 

Civics Jeannine Garber $30.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Civil War I - Spring Lonnie Barham $10.00 $0.00 $100.00 

College Application Seminar – Fall Cindy Leahy $0.00 $100.00 $0.00 

Computers: Real Programming Beginners Wendy Gooditis TBD $100.00 $100.00 

Drama Forensics A - Fall Valerie O'Keeffe $25.00 $80.00 $0.00 

Drama Forensics B - Spring Valerie O'Keeffe $25.00 $0.00 $80.00 

Economics Jeannine Garber $30.00 $100.00 $100.00 

French 1/2 Aurelie Schmid $10.00 $100.00 $100.00 

French III Aurelie Schmid $10.00 TBD TBD 

Geography: Map Skills and Physical Geog Janette Cascio $30.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Greek Mini Class Susan Schearer $10.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Latin 1/3 Wendy Gooditis $8.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Latin 2/2 Hartley Schearer $8.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Latin 2/3 Hartley Schearer $8.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Latin III Susan Schearer $8.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Latin III Wendy Gooditis $8.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Latin V: AP Susan Schearer $8.00 $150.00 $150.00 

Omnibus III Cindy Leahy $45.00 $107.50 $107.50 

Omnibus VI Cindy Leahy $45.00 $107.50 $107.50 

Philosophy II: Aristotle and Aquinas Dr. Chris Manion $15.00 $162.50 $162.50 

Physical Science Kim Dooley $25.00 $150.00 $150.00 

Progymnasmata I Cindy Leahy $45.00 $105.00 $105.00 

Rhetoric I Jim Porterfield $10.00 $125.00 $125.00 

Socratic Logic I Dan Dunn $15.00 GRATIS GRATIS 

Spanish 1/2 Diane Miller $20.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Spanish 2/2 Diane Miller $20.00 $100.00 $100.00 

Studio Art: Drawing – Fall Patience Wyman $30.00 $100.00 $0.00 

Studio Art: Sketch Book Diary - Spring Patience Wyman $30.00 $0.00 $100.00 


