
Dear parents of American History I students, 

Greetings during this very mysterious and unsettling time in our country's
history.  I sincerely hope the reading, writing and discussing the students
and I will be doing starting in September will ultimately help each of us to
have a deeper historical framework in which to make sense of the America
of 2020-2021.

I won't add anything to the course description save to 
say I am very happy that American History-I will now be followed by 
American History-II (1865-present).  The two-year sequence, I sincerely
believe, will lead to each student's having an even more comprehensive
grasp of U. S. history, a phase in the continuing drama of Western
civilization.

I do have one request to make: please consult the book list attachment,
with special attention to the ISBN numbers.  Howard Zinn, Dr. Thomas
Woods and Alexis de Tocqueville - each with a singular point of view about
America's past - will provoke the best class discussion if both the teacher
and students can cite passages from the same edition...I recently confirmed
through an internet search that plenty of copies of each of the books -
at modest prices $5 to $15 - are available.

I hope - and pray! - that the class will be able to meet directly.  However, if
a second shutdown occurs (an all too real possibility, unfortunately), I now
have a webcam and Zoom program in place so we can conduct class in
that fashion.  A suggestion: if your family lacks that capacity, I highly
recommending getting it by September.

A last note: I do not make summer assignments.  I hope students will strive
to keep their minds alive through regular reading - voluntary, of course! -
of quality literature, with - ahem - periodic dips into the merely entertaining.

See you in September.

Sincerely,

Patrick McCarthy


