
Dear Chorale families, 
 
I am sorry that it has taken me so long to get this to you. It has taken me a while to 
try to figure out whether or not/how I would be able to teach a choral singing class 
given the restrictions we are all having to manage during this crazy time. Happily, in 
close collaboration with the US Coordinator, I think I have figured out a way to 
teach the class both in person and on-line (fear and trepidation!!!) during the fall 
semester, in the hope that we will be able to resume our normal meetings in the 
spring semester. There will be a couple of parts to the email, so please read it 
carefully, especially as section 6 requires a response. Please be in touch with me if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
 
1.a) The Chorale class was originally designed to teach primarily choral singing, 
simultaneously teaching basic theory and sight singing skills. Given that we can 
only meet in person every other week, I will be dividing the teaching of these skills 
between the in-person classes and the on-line classes. Our in-person classes will 
be intensely focused on vocal instruction and singing together in parts, two things 
which are impossible (at least with the technology available to me) to do virtually. 
The students will be sent recordings with their parts each week and will be 
responsible for learning these parts between our in-person meetings so that we can 
hit the ground running, so to speak, every time we meet in person. I generally send 
these recordings via email attachments and they are very straightforward to use. 
 
b) Our virtual classes will meet at their regular time on Thursdays via Zoom (I am 
still figuring all this out and will send you the information on how to join the class 
when I do figure it out). During the virtual class, I will field any questions about 
homework, teach the basic theory concepts, administer any quizzes, give 
instruction on the musical appreciation segment of the course and explain and 
assign the homework for the following week. While our classes will alternate 
between singing classes and lecture classes, the students should expect to be 
doing singing assignments every day. 
 
2. The Chorale class, as I have restructured it can only happen with a minimum of 
every other week meeting in person. If the circumstances change such that we 
cannot meet in person at all, the class will need to be cancelled. 
 
3. Additionally, right now it seems that my class has permission to meet in person, 
without masks if we are able to maintain the social distancing rule of 6 ft. between 
students. If the masking regulation should change this would also mean that the 
class would have to be cancelled until the restriction is lifted. 
 
4. Materials needed for class: Each student should come to our first class with a 
1” ring binder 



5 tabbed dividers 
Some loose leaf paper 
Pencil with eraser for marking sheet music 
Pen for taking notes (you may use the pencil if you prefer) 
 
The students will use the binder to hold music handouts. They should be prepared 
to mark music as directed as well as take class notes. The binder should be 
brought to virtual classes as well. 
 
I will be providing the students with CD’s of music to listen to for assignments, 
handouts of readings, as well as sheet music. Additionally, I will be sending practice 
recordings for homework via email attachments. I will be administering short 
quizzes as appropriate. 
 
5. If you would like your child to receive emails with assignments and recordings, 
please send me their email and I will add them to the list. I will continue to send all 
communications to parent emails as well. 
 
6. IMPORTANT:  the nature of my approach to this subject matter makes me prefer 
(read, ardently desire!) to meet in person. It will be hard for us to achieve as many 
part harmony pieces as I would like meeting only every other week and I believe 
that the theory and sight singing component is much more palatable when 
integrated with the singing component. Unto that end, I would like to offer the class 
to meet in person at my house on the off week on Saturday morning, any time 
before noon.(This offer would be extended to every week should CCS be required 
to go to all on-line classes.) I live half way between Winchester and Front Royal, off 
of Rt. 522 . This option only really works if everyone in the class would like to take 
this option. Otherwise we will stick with the schedule as currently planned. Please 
respond to this email with your preference so that we can see if this option is 
feasible. There is no pressure to take up this option; I would simply like to make it 
available should it be desirable to the class. 
 
In conclusion, this is obviously experimental for me and I am not sure how the 
on-line portion of the class will go. I will be constantly evaluating the value of these 
classes for the students and will be appreciating your feedback. 
 
I very much look forward to singing with your children and am SO sad to not be 
doing it every week. But I look forward to discovering the blessing for each of us in 
the circumstances thrust upon us as I suspect they will probably be great if we have 
the ability to look for them. Thank you in advance for your patience! 
 
Sofia 

 


