
Welcome to Life Science! 
  
     I purposely held off on sending out this welcome letter because I knew there would be 
changes.  I, myself am overwhelmed by all of the changes and emails, as I know you must be.  I 
do know that everyone is trying to do the best that they can in an impossible situation.  As we 
move forward in this new year, I do know that there will be extenuating circumstances.  I am 
prepared to do whatever I can to make this “Science as usual” for this coming school year.  Last 
year brought many challenges for my family, as did yours.  From my husband setting up shop at 
the kitchen table to my unhappy college children coming home and going on-line.  We did not 
have the best internet, and my daughter got kicked off during an exam, you can only imagine 
the fallout from that!   I have upgraded my own internet and have purchased my own personal 
Zoom subscription.  
     If any of you have taken a course with me or have had a sibling who have taken a class with 
me, you know I really love relating science to everyday events, both present and past, and 
possibly even future!  This will not change.  I have researched topics for each chapter, and I am 
ready!  I did have a plan for labs, however that will play itself out, based on how the year goes.  I 
think it would be wise to cover content and then do labs at the end of the year.  I have thought 
about doing labs at the end, because then we can go outside.  I also would like to do a 
dissection, which will definitely have to be outside.  
     So, onward and upward.  I am learning Zoom, and starting to get really technically proficient 
(with the help of my husband and children).  I plan to run my classes the same weekly. Yes, you 
will be doing your presentations on Zoom every other week.   So,  as much as I dislike the way 
things have played out, (I love the classroom), I am realizing that the ability to cancel everything 
is a scene that is here to stay, so we will be ready! 
     This is how class will go:  there will be no surprises:  the quizzes will have nothing on them 
that has not been covered in class. 
      1st 30 minutes: review of previous week’s work and quiz after review. 
      2nd 30 minutes: 2-3 minute presentations on your topic. 
      Last 30 minutes: review of homework definitions, work on worksheets. 
For this class you will only need a 2 inch binder and a pen! 
Do not forget to get the book: Life Science by Pearson Prentice Hall (2005) 
                          ISBN:0131901192.  I know it is under $10. 
     I do know that this coming year will bring challenges!  I know in my only family, Boot camp 
dates were delayed, deployments changed, events were cancelled (my oldest had a backyard 
wedding with 10 people).  The impossible, has become possible.  So, please let me know if you 
have a problem and/or a solution to a problem that I can help you with.  
     Please let me know that you have received this letter! 
     Next week, topics for the first class will be going out with detailed instruction (essentially fill in 
the blanks!)  During that first class we will be going over homework, syllabus, etc.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Gabrielle Whalen 



  


