
Hello parents of Omnibus IV students —Caution: this first section of the email is intended
for parents only,

Welcome to Omnibus IV! I hope you are well into enjoying your summer. This email will let
you know what is ahead and help you to plan for the months before school begins in the fall.

First, a note about summer reading and book pickups. Because we use the Paideia (or Great
Books) method, everyone will need to use the same edition of the books we study; that
necessitates identical pagination for discussion purposes. The books for summer reading and for
the school year have already been ordered. For logistical considerations, we will wait until they
all arrive to alert everyone to the pickup arrangements. I estimate that will be no later than mid
July and will send another email when they're ready.

A quick note about good editions of ancient literature: sadly, the best editions of the great
dramatists are permanently out of print. What serve as an updated translations are frankly
unusable. For that reason, I have to purchase used books. One book in particular is in extremely
short supply. I search for many months to find unmarked copies, but occasionally some
unavoidably slip through. Some covers may differ; what matters are the quality of the translation
and the pagination being consistent for class discussions. I give you this warning because the
copies, even though they are the best available, may look less than new.

If it’s at all possible, it would be advantageous for your student to complete the summer
assignment in late August/early September in order for the reading to be fresh in their memories
for discussion. Of course, if that doesn’t fit your schedule, just be sure to ask students to review
prior to the start of school.

Parents, please read through the 5 sections below carefully as they will provide essential
information for the summer and for the school year ahead.

One final, important note. While the rest of the curriculum has some mature content in terms
of adult situations (for example in Agamemnon, an unfaithful wife who plots her husband’s
murder) or the portrayal of war, and insanity, the standpoint of the Greek playwrights is that
these are all examples of men’s folly. However, one book of our summer reading, Gilgamesh,
has mature content of another nature that you’ll want to be aware of so you can handle it as you
see fit. This passage is located at section iv of Tablet I (bottom of page 7 - all of page 8). In fact,
if you want to discreetly remove that page, that would likely be the best tack and would not be
readily apparent as an attention-getter for students. This section speaks of the enactment of a  plot
to use a prostitute to corrupt a man of nature. By removing that page, the plot and its  corrupting
effect will still be mentioned, just not the details.

Thank you in advance for your help — I look forward to working with your student in the
coming year. In the meantime, have a wonderful summer!


